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FCC Warns: Modifying 
Radios Illegal 


The FCC is warning companies 
that offer to modify scanning receivers 
(this includes many H-Ts with extended 
receive coverage) in order to receive 
cellular telephone frequencies that this 
activity prohibited by federal law and 
FCC rules. The FCC’s reminder, issued 
July 10, noted that scanning receivers 
must be FCC-certified and incapable of 
“readily being altered by the user” to 
pick up the cellular bands. “The modifi- 
cation of scanners on a substantial 
scale to receive cellular frequencies will 
be considered to constitute manufac- 
ture of such equipment” in violation of 
federal law and FCC rules, the Public 
Notice said. “Entities engaged in such 
activity are cautioned to cease adver- 
tising and/or performing any such ac- 
tivity immediately.” 

—FCC 
Pathfinder has ham 


connection 

Pathfinder mission engineer is 
WA6NVA: Gordon Wood, WA6NVA, of 
La Canada, California, credits ham ra- 
dio for starting him on the path that led 
to his becoming the chief engineer for 
communications for the Pathfinder mis- 
sion. Wood works at the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, California. The 
Pathfinder mission has, so far, been a 
spectacular success and popular with 
the public. Wood got into ham radio 
about 40 years ago, at age 12,.when 
his father bought him an old shortwave 
radio at a thrift shop. An article July 4 in 
The Los Angeles Times quotes Wood 
as saying: “Mankind after all these years 
is reaching out from his own planet with 
little toys to snoop around and under- 
stand whatever else is out there in the 
universe.” Previously, he worked on the 
Mariner, Viking and Voyager interplan- 
etary missions. Pathfinder images and 
news are available at: 


http://mars.sgi.com/, 
http://mpfwww.jpl.nasa.gov/, 


and 
http://dhcom.com/astronomy/ 
pathfinder.htm. 
_ —thanks to Jeff Reinhardt, 
AA6JR 


Pathfinder frequency 

lf you're up for some real DXing, 
according to Phil Karn, KA9Q, the 
downlink frequency for the Mars Path- 
finder it is 8.420 GHz. See his Mars 
Pathfinder X-band Downlink Link Bud- 
get page at 

hitp://people.qualcomm.com/ 
karn/mpf_budget.html. 


FCC to open VANITY GATE 3 


The long wait is over for Ad- 
vanced class amateurs. The FCC has 
just announced that it will open filing 
Gate 3 of the Vanity Call Sign Program 
on Wednesday, August 6, 1997. Ad- 
vanced class hams will be able to ap- 
ply for a call sign appropriate to their 
license class on or after that date. Ap- 
plicants must file either a paper FCC 
Form 610V or electronically via the 
FCC’s Web site at http://www.fcc.gov/ 
wtb/amradsrv.html and pay the~current 
$30 fee. 


The August 6 deadline squeaks 
under the implementation of the FCC’s 
new fiscal year 1997 fee schedule, 
adopted June 16. Under the FY 97 
schedule, which becomes effective 
September 16, 1997, the vanity appli- 
cation fee will jump to $50 a year. The 
ARRL had asked the FCC to suspend 
implementation of the higher FY 1997 
fee until after the remaining gates have 
been opened and applicants had an op- 
portunity to file under the old schedule. 
The FCC’s response, buried within the 
Report and Order adopting the higher 
fees, suggests the FCC could also be 
planning to open Gate 4 fairly soon. “We 
expect our remaining vanity call sign 
‘gates’ to open before the effective date 
of our FY 1997 regulatory fee payment 
requirement,” the FCC said in turning 
down the request for a delay. But, the 
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FCC added that applicants ‘ are ex- 


pected to pay the fee applicaple at the 
time they file.” 


The bottom line is that hams ap- 
plying for a vanity call sign on or after 
September 15 must pay the $50 fee. 

_ Payment of fees may be made by 
check (payable to FCC), bank draft, 
money order or credit card. If paying by 
credit card, you must also complete and 
submit FCC Form 159 with your FCC 
Form 610V. Do not send cash. Send 
your application package to: Federal 
Communications Commission, Amateur 
Vanity Call Sign Request, Box 358924, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15251-5924 

If you file a paper application, re- 
member that legibility is critical! If your 
application is not able to be deciphered 
easily by FCC personnel, you could ex- 
perience a delay in processing, lose the 


‘ opportunity to obtain a requested call 


sign or even obtain a call sign different 
from what you want. Be sure to include 
your current Amateur Radio call sign on 
your vanity application. 


Under Gate 3, you must hold an 
unexpired Advanced class operator/pri- 
mary station license to request a vanity 
call sign for your primary station. To re- 
quest a vanity call sign for a club sta- 
tion under, Gate 3, you must also hold 
an unexpired club station license grant 
listing you as the license trustee. Appli- 
cants should refer to the licensee data- 
base to verify that a requested call sign 
is not already assigned. A call sign is 
normally assignable two years follow- 
ing license expiration, surrender, revo- 
cation, set aside, cancellation, void ab 
initio, or death of the grantee. 

Using Form 610V or its on-line 
electronic equivalent, applicants may 
request up to 25 call signs in the order © 
of preference. The first assignable call 
sign on the list will be the one the FCC 
assigns. Remember: When requesting 
a call sign under Gate 3 for your pri- 
mary or club station, the call sign must 
have been unassigned for at least two 
years. As an Advanced class operator, 
you may request a call sign only from 
groups B, C or D. 

Any call sign requested must be 
one designated for the region of your 
mailing address, as follows: 


* One of the contiguous 48 states: 


_Regions 1 to 10. 


* Alaska: Regions 1 to 11. 

* American Samoa: Regions 1 to 
10, or Region 13 having numeral 8. - 

* Commonwealth of Northern 
Mariana Islands: Regions 1 to 10, or. 
Region 13 having numeral 0. 


* Guam: Regions 1 to 10, or Re- 
gion 13 having numeral 2. 
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* Hawaii: Regions 1 to 10, or Re- 
gion 13 having numeral 6 or’7. 

* Puerto Rico: Regions 1 to 10, 
or Region 12 having numeral 3 or 4. 

' * Virgin Islands: Regions 1 to 10, 
or Region 12 having numeral 2. 

For explanations of Groups B, C 
and D and the geographic regions, see 
Fact Sheet PR5000 Number 206S, 
Amateur Station Sequential Call Sign 
System (or see The ARRL Letter Elec- 
tronic Update, August 16, 1996, avail- 
able on the ARRLWeb at http:// 
www.arrl.org/). For more information on 
the vanity call sign program, see Fact 
Sheet PR5000 Number 206V Amateur 
Station Vanity Call Sign System. 

If you file before the opening date 
or do not qualify under the Gate 3 eligi- 
bility standards, your application’will be 
dismissed. General, Technician Plus, 
Technician, and Novice class operators 
will become eligible to request vanity 
call signs under Gate 4. The FCC has 
not indicated when it plans to open Gate 
4. 

For further information, contact 
the Consumer Assistance Branch at 
800-322-1117 or call the FCC’s Na- 
tional Call Center, 888-225-5322 (CALL 
FCC). 

-ARRL 


Jamming not limited to 


Repeaters! 


LONDON, ENGLAND, 1997 JUL 9 
(NB) — By Martyn Williams. Med-TV, a 
London based satellite television broad- 
caster, says its satellite broadcasts have 
been deliberately blocked recently, some- 
thing that station director Hikmet Tabak 
says was the work of the Turkish govern- 
ment. Med-TV’s target audience is the 
oppressed Kurdish minority of Eastern 
Turkey and Northern Iraq. 


The interference is the latest chap- 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 
VISUALLY 


IMPAIRED 


SKIP is put on tape every 
month for the benefit of the blind 
or visually impaired. These tapes 


are available if requested and post- 
age is paid both ways. If you are 
interested in this valuable service, 
contact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Li- 
brary for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 
1-800-226-6075. 
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ter in an ongoing battle against the TV 
station being waged from Turkey, said the 
station. The recent problems occurred on 
July 1 when Med-TV was opening trans- 
missions on a new satellite, Eutelsat II- 
F2. The broadcast had previously used 
just an Intelsat satellite but made decided 
to add the new satellite because it can 
deliver a stronger picture into the region. 

During the period, viewers were 
forced to re-tune to continuing transmis- 
sions on the Intelsat satellite because 
Eutelsat pictures were very poor quality, 
said the company. In a press release, 
Med-TV’s director, Hikmet Tabak, stated 
his belief that “only the Turkish govern- 
ment has both the political motive and the 
financial and technical capacity to block 
the Eutelsat for the entire transmission 
period Med-TV remained on air.” 


The broadcast was also being 
watched in the United Kingdom by BBC 
Monitoring. It confirmed that, on July 2, 
broadcasts began on both satellites at 
1300 UTC with excellent reception. By 
1305, the Eutelsat transmissions were 
unviewable and, by 1345, had disap- 
peared altogether. The transmission was 
back by 1500 but, soon disappeared 
again. 

BBC Monitoring said, “Whilst varia- 
tions and deteriorations in satellite TV 
reception may occur for various reasons 
(for example, heavy rain or snow may 
partially or wholly obscure the received 
signal), the exact nature of the impaired 
signal seen on 2nd July was a normally 
black video signal varying in signal 
strength with a silent audio subcarrier.’ It 
was, however, “unable to confirm or deny 
that the loss of reception is due to the 
reasons outlined by Med TV in its press 
release.” 

Jamming a satellite transmission.is 
a difficult job. Few organizations have 
access to satellite uplink terminals of suf- 


ficient power to override the authorized 


broadcast. Because the Eutelsat satellites 
can usually be accessed from anywhere 
on the continent, it is also very difficult to 
discover the source of any interference. 


The TV station previously accused 
Turkey of deliberate interference in its 
programs in December 1995, when a live 
discussion program, regarding a pro- 
posed cease-fire between the PKK 
(Kurdistan Workers Party) and Turkish 
forces, was interrupted. 

The Turkish government used its 
political influence in July and August of 
1996 to force the station off the air by 
persuading countries that they should not 
engage in uplinking the programs to the 
satellite. The channel is important to 
Kurds in the region because the Turkish 
government has outlawed Kurdish lan- 
guage media. 


BLAHA: Ham Radio 
“A USEFUL TOOL” 
aboard MIR 


Mir alumnus. John Blaha, 
KC5TZQ, says ham radio aboard the 
Russian space station has turned out 
to be more than a morale booster..“Now, 
more than in the past, it’s a useful tool 
to get information back and forth,” Blaha 
said over the weekend—just before 
heading for Russia to monitor Russian 
efforts to resolve the latest Mir crisis. 


Blaha said the lack of power 
aboard Mir is the most important con- 
cern since it’s impeding the crew’s abil- 
ity to do scientific research. “What oc- 
curred is significant,” he said of last 
week's accidental collision between the 
Mir and an unmanned Progress rocket 
during practice maneuvers. Repairing 
the crippled space station will involve 
“space walks and a lot of complexity.” 
He speculated that it could be a matter 
of months before the power situation on 
the space station is back to normal. 
Despite the troubles, “the Mir is safe,” 
he said. The life support systems are 
operating and “they can jump into the 
Soyuz.” While the Soyuz would serve 
as a lifeboat for a US astronaut aboard 
Mir, Blaha said the Soyuz is simply the 
vehicle the Russian crew members nor- 
mally used to get up and down. “It’s a 
very good vehicle,” he said. “It’s their 
shuttle.” Blaha said the crew “did the 
right thing” when they realized the 
Progress rocket had punctured the Mir's 
outer shell. “They, in effect, saved the 
Mir space station,” he said. 


Blaha said that after some brief- 
ings in Houston, he was scheduled to 
travel to Russia “just to find out where 
they’re headed” in resolving the Mir’s 
troubles. He said he expected to be 
there for a week or two. The last-minute 
change in plans meant Blaha was un- 
able to participate in Field Day with 
Oklahoma’s Lawton/Ft Sill Amateur 
Radio Club, W5KS. Mark Ewell, 
KCSIZN, had invited Blaha and his wife, 
Brenda, to Oklahoma June 26-29 to visit 
a space camp for youngsters at 
Cameron University and to speak at a 
Chamber of Commerce luncheon the 
day before FD, and to get on the air with 
the club. As it turned out, Ewell said, 
Blaha turned in inspiring appearances 
at the camp and luncheon before head- 
ing back to Houston. He also’ gave an 
interview to a local TV station. “It was 
one of the nicest days of my life,” said 
Ewell. 


-ARRL 


CyberHam Magazine merges with SKIP Magazine 


Not to outdone by the Mars Rover, SKIP Magazine added a new ve- 
hicle to its landscape by merging CyberHam Magazine with SKIP. Yee ole 
Editor reached an agreement with Gene Harlan (WB9MMM), Publisher of 
the magazine to honor the commitments of CyberHam to advertisers and 
subscribers. In addition, most of the writers on the staff of the magazine 
have indicated their willingness to continue writing for SKIP. We will greatly 
enhance SKIP Magazine by expanding the scope of coverage, increasing 
the readership with a wider demographic appeal that will please advertis- 
ers. 

Mr. Harlan, a software developer, along with his wife Shari (WB9SFT) 
founded Harlan Technologies in 1993. Some of his software gained wide 
acceptance in the amateur radio community - especially the Blaster Slow 
Scan TV and an Audio Analyzer - both using the Sound Blaster as the inter- 
face to ham radio. 


Since developing the SSTV product, Gene has been invited by the 
International Visual Communications Association (IVCA) to speak at the 


annual convention that meets at the Dayton Hamvention each year. This 


year, in addition to addressing the convention, Gene was called upon to 
debate Bill Pasternak (WA6ITF) in the Len Winkler forum/debate - “Will the 
Internet Kill Ham Radio?”. Gene defended amateur radio (no, it will not kill 
amateur radio) and defended it well. He won by a landslide 


The concept of CyberHam Magazine came early in 1996 with a target 
starting date of September 1996. Gene assumed the position as Publisher 
with his wife Shari serving as Editor. CyberHam was able to assemble a 
staff of good writers and favorable comments from its readers indicated the 
magazine was providing information the subscribers wanted The pressing 
demands of Harlan Technologies and the difficulties encountered starting 
up a new magazine led Gene to decide to put CyberHam on hold. 


Don Brown (KQ4YM) who you all know as the Editor of the Knights of 
the Kilocycle, appraised me of the situation. He put me in touch with Gene 
and the notion of a merger was born. SKIP Magazine was growing both in 
size, demographics and scope of coverage. SKIP began over 40 years ago 
as a sophisticated newsletter to serve many widely scattered amateur radio 
clubs in Florida. Over the years it has grown to include Internet, computers, 
privacy issues in communications and of course, amateur radio. SKIP serves 
subscribers throughout Southeast United States and several foreign coun- 
tries. 


| have been taking random polls of readers (over 10% of readers polled) 
and to my surprise, found a large majority of SKIP readers were in favor of 
the increased coverage of computers and Internet and wanted more cover- 
age of other subjects such as SSTV, satellite technology, scanners, APRS, 
satellite radio and do-it-yourself projects. After talking with Gene Harlan and 
looking over the magazine, | realized that by incorporating many of the fea- 
tures of CyberHam into SKIP, | could fulfill many of the desires of our sub- 
scribers. 


With the addition of CyberHam writers, SKIP will now include such 
features as Hams on CompuServe - Nancy Kott (WZ8C), Slow Scan Televi- 
sion and Weather Satellites - Fred Sharp (W8ASF), Satellite Tales - From 
the Ground Up - Terry Sellick (WA9TTY), Automatic Packet Reporting Sys- 
tem - Bob Bruniga (WB4APR), Shareware Reviews - Ronnie Cohen 
(KF4GHG), Ham Radio and the Internet - Don Brown (KQ4YM) and much 
more. 


| have been receiving favorable comments from readers on the K.|.S.S. 
approach to Internet and computers. The CompuForum column by Steve 
lezzi scored heavily as one of the favorites of the polled readers. Another 
feature breaking the bank in the polls was the hamfest and computer show 
update compiled by Bill Britton. | receive calls every month asking me to 
write more on the operation of Windows95 which prompted me to start the 
“Windows for Weenies” column last month. | receive continuous laments 
about the state of the classifieds but there’s just nothing | can do about it. | 
sure as heck can’t make them up. | have talked to other publishers and the 
problem is endemic of the ham community. A lot of it is due to advances in 
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technology. “Ya cain’t fix it if ya cain’t see it!” an old 
ham friend of mine once said. The newcomers to 
amateur radio want equipment you turn on, push a 
few buttons, and it works. Of course, there is the 
school of thought that the Internet has had a nega- 
tive impact on amateur radio. One could debate that 
issue to death. 


| am sincerely happy that privacy concerns in 
the new age have piqued the interest of readers. | try 
to stay abreast of these issues through my interac- 
tion with the Electronic Privacy Information Center 
(EPIC) and the Center for Democracy and Technol- 
ogy (CDP) along with others. SKIP tries to keep its 
readers informed on the latest schemes to “extract” 
private information from personal computers and pro- 
vide discussions of the technology to protect users 
from unwanted privacy intrusions. 


Computer technology and amateur radio share 
common ground and interests. SKIP Magazine will 
continue to bridge that common ground and provide 
articles of interest to computer buffs and hams alike. 
The addition of CyberHam gives us a broader per- 
spective and new faces that will appeal to readers. 


| welcome all the new readers of SKIP Maga- - 
zine and look forward to your input. Please feel free 
to submit news items, photographs and events in your 
area. If you have any questions, give us a call. And, 
please cut me some slack on getting all the new sub- 
scribers entered into the database and mailing list. 
Unless our database formats are completely com- 
patible, I’m sure we’re in for a bunch of old fashioned 
typing. 

One final item to add to the August mix of 
events: In case the word hasn't filtered out, | have 
assumed the reins as Editor of the QOWA Journal. 
The QCWA Journal is published quarterly for QCWA 
members and qualifications for membership in the 
QCWA requires that one has been a licensed ham 
for 25 years. 


More Browser Vulnerability 


TOKYO, JAPAN, 1997 JUL 9 (NB) — By Martyn Will- 
iams. The Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
is advising all computer users to disable JavaScript func- 
tions in their Web browsers after a major vulnerability was 
found. The weakness allows attackers to monitor Web ses- 


sions and information typed into the browser, even under ' 


secure “HTTPS” mode and from behind a firewall. News of 
_the discovery was posted online in a CERT Advisory is- 
sued late Tuesday. 

CERT said the vulnerability allows remote attackers 
to monitor the addresses of Web sites visited, observe any 
information typed into online forms, such as credit card num- 
bers and expiry dates or user names and passwords, and 
the values of cookie files. The problem is not with JavaScript 
itself but with the way it is implemented in certain Web brows- 
ers. e 

Usually, JavaScript programs are downloaded auto- 
matically by the browser when a page containing them is 
accessed, and they are executed within the browser. In most 
cases the JavaScript programs are allowed to operate within 
the security context of the page that they were downloaded 
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from but, because of errors in implementation in some soft- 
ware, certain browsers allow the programs to operate outside 
of the security context they were downloaded in. This means 
that a JavaScript program downloaded from a non secure Web 
site could operate when the browser is in secure mode. 

This is difficult or impossible for the user to monitor and 
can even happen if the Web browser is situated behind a se- 
curity firewall that allows JavaScript programs to pass through, 
warned CERT. 

In response to the problem, it advised, obtaining a patch 
from your Web browser vendor. “If a patch or upgrade is not 
available, or you cannot install it right away, we recommend 
disabling JavaScript until the fix is installed,” the Carnegie- 
Mellon University based group said. 

At time of writing, Newsbytes was able to comfirm that 
Microsoft will be posting information on patches at http:// 
www.microsoft.com/ie/security/update.htm on the World Wide 
Web. We were unable to contact Netscape, because its of- 
fices were closed, but security information is likely to be posted 
online at http://nome.netscape.com/assist/security/index.html 


The Computer Emergency Response Team is based at 
the Software Engineering Institute of Carnegie Mellon Univer- 
sity and issues advisories and bulletins on major security vul- 
nerabilities in network applications and operating systems. It 
maintains a Web site at http://www.cert.org . A full copy of the 
JavaScript bulletin, CA-97.20, can be found at ftp://info.cert.org/ 
pub/cert_advisories/CA-97.20.javascript . It will be updated with 
information on patches as it becomes available. 

JavaScript is a scripting language developed by 
Netscape Communications Corporation, and is not related to 


the Java programming language of Sun Microsystems. 
- Can you believe it? 


230 Million Hits! 


MOUNTAIN VIEW, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A., 1997 JUL 9 
(NB) — REPEAT/By Bill Pietrucha. With apologies to the 
starship Enterprise, NASA’s history-making Mars Pathfinder 
mission is boldly going where no Web site has gone before. 

The mission to Mars, which includes the Pathfinder 
spacecraft and its onboard buddy, Sojourner, a robotic vehicle 
now trekking across the Martian landscape analyzing soil and 
rocks, is also entering uncharted territory on the Internet. 

Capturing the minds of millions of people worldwide, 
NASA's Pathfinder Web site, containing video, audio, still pic- 
tures, and other data from the spacecraft, has had more than 
230 million visitors since the spacecraft landed on Mars on 
July 4. 

“The day of the landing, July 4, we had more than 30 
million visitors to the Web site,” NASA spokesperson John Bluck 
told Newsbytes. “On Saturday, July 5, this increased to more 
than 50 million visitors.” 

By Sunday, when Soujourner was starting to make its 
rounds, that number increased to 70 million visitors, and yes- 
terday more than 80 million people accessed the Pathfinder 
Web site and its 20-odd mirror sites, Buck said. 

“We're currently capable of taking some 88.25 million 
hits a day, and we're rapidly approaching capacity,” Bluck said. 

The main NASA Mars site is at: 

http://mpfwww.jpl.nasa.gov/ , Bluck said. 


Additional sites for viewing the Mars mission are at the 
Planetary Society’s Web site at http://planetary.org and at http:/ 
/entertainment.digital.com/mars/ . 


Scanning Enthusiasts Alert - Using the RealAudio Player 


Never let it be said that the 
Internet snubs the scanner enthusiast. 
Yes, there are plenty of sites giving you 
listings of frequencies and useful tips. 
There are scanner specs all over the 
place. But, did you know that there is a 
site where one can tune in the police 
transmissions in New York, Dallas or 
Los Angeles, to name a few? 


One can get that and more at 
[www.policescanner.com]. It appears 
that the site is in the process of adding 
‘and will attempt to honor your request 
for cities you would like to see added. 
They ask that you forward your favorite 
police sites. 

There is a slight hitch, if you con- 
sider it too much of a pain to get the 
Internet version of a scanner receiver. 
If you’ll spend several hundreds of dol- 
lars for a Radio Shack scanner, you'll 
love the price of the Internet radio. It’s 
FREE! Just go to [www.real.com] and 
download the latest version of the 
RealAudio player (or listener). The 
player provides near CD quality audio 
and high quality video. The player 
makes use of the latest “streaming au- 
dio” technology, and buffering de- 
creases sound and image loss to im- 
prove audio and video quality. It’s just 
like listening to your scanner, maybe 
better, since one can listen on multime- 
dia speakers and if you miss something, 
you can adjust the slide bar back and 
listen to the transmission again. 


The RealAudio Player has numer- 
ous other bennies besides listening to 
the police transmissions. There are a 
growing number of RealAudio (RA) sites 
on the: web and the RA Player will not 
only accommodate the sound but it has 
a little viewer to watch videos that may 
accompany some material. See the pic- 
ture below. For instance, | went to the 
Air Force link (shown) and the narra- 
tive about the conversion of jet trans- 


Location: fhttp://cqi.dailybriefing. com/destinatians/ 


e Location: fatto fiw. policescanner com/ 


What's New? vee Cur 


by j RealPlaye dod fa 


ports to virtual flying hospitals was ac- 
companied by a slide show. If one goes 
to Fox News, one gets to see news clips 
and the usual news bytes that one sees 
on television. It’s neat. The only aggra- 
vations are that one must listen to a brief 
advertising spot (usually the same one 
for each site) and then wait for the 
viewer to spawn and begin loading the 
data. On a bad connection, this can go 
from annoying to absolutely unbearable. 


The RA Player has selection but- 
tons to select different locations - News, 
Tech, Sports, Finance, Entertainment or 
the RA Player Daily Briefing. If you click 
on one of the buttons you'll be pre- 
sented with more locations to listen or 
view than you'll have time or patience 
to visit. Or, one can set pre-selects on 
the buttons to go directly to your desired 
location each time. 


As a matter of interest to political 
junkies, the Thompson Hearings into 
possible Chinese involvement in the 
1996 presidential elections can be 
heard live at several locations, most 
notably the C-SPAN web site at [www.c- 


RealPlayer: airforce.rm 
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span.org]. If one has taken note of C- 
SPAN callers and talk-radio shows, 
there has been a firestorm of outrage 
that the hearings are not available live 
on TV except on National Empower- 
ment Television which is not available 
on all cable systems. 


| visited KING-FM a classical mu- 
sic station in Seattle, Washington, 
broadcasting live and in stereo. On my 
humble multimedia speakers, it 
sounded great especially since the 
speakers sit right in front of me sepa- 
rated by about 4 feet. 


Streaming audio allows one to lis- 
ten to many programs after they have 
been broadcast live. For Instance, | lis- 
ten to Friday Night Live, a satellite ra- 
dio show about trends in satellite broad- 
casting and miscellaneous material 
about low-power FM broadcasting, ham 
radio, new and interesting Internet sites, 
etc. If | miss the program or even part 
of the program, | simply go the FNL web 
site at my convenience and by clicking 
on the particular week’s show, | can lis- 
ten to it, fast forward through it, skip 
parts that bore me - whatever. If you are 
interested in listening to this somewhat 
bizarre and zany show hosted by Gary 
Bourgois, go to [Www.nmia.com/ 
%7Eroberts/robert.html] and take a 
listen. Gary has indicated that he would 
be interested in writing occasional col- 
umns for SKIP. 

If you are looking for a new angle 
on browsing the Internet, get yourself a 
RealAudio Player and explore new di- 
mensions in sight and sound. In some 
respects, it’s a great way to waste time 
and use up allotted hours on your 
server. But on the other hand, it gives 
one access to audio and visual infor- 
mation not readily accessible on one’s 
personal television sets or fancy radio 
receivers. You've got to have some hell- 
ish skip to listen to the LAPD on your 
scanner! 
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The PC Clone (or Compatible as they are called today) — 
exists mostly as a collection of standards and accepted con- 


figurations. It is unique from every other computer in that 
there isn’t a principal manufacturer. When the PC first ap- 
peared, IBM set the standards for everything in the box.. The 
few vendors who attempted a standard would usually crash 
and burn in flames. | still have a Sigma Designs Color 400 
card, an extension of the CGA standard that provided 640-by 
400 pixels of resolution. IBM released the EGA standard 
shortly after and doomed the Color 400 to the dead product 
list. 


IBM defined the PC for several years including the IBM 
PC, XT and AT, and then there was Micro Channel. The Mi- 
cro-channel was designed as a faster, better version of ISA 
and it met all of these requirements. Micro-channel could be 
programmed in software so users could configure their boxes 
without moving jumpers. Micro-channel also supported Bus 
Mastering channels similar to the current implementation of 
PCl. And, Micro-channel was proprietary. If a motherboard 
vendor wanted to use it, they would have to pay. In fact, the 
cost was so high that most of the clone vendors just stuck 
with ISA. The few high end vendors that did move to Micro- 
channel charged big money for.the boxes and marketed 
strictly to the business user. 

The theory was that businesses hee make up the 
bulk of the market and they would pay extra for Micro-chan- 
nel because it was backed by IBM and was easier to main- 
tain. The market dictated a different story. The consumer 
market started acquiring PCs in droves about this time. Ven- 
dors with the lowest prices sold the most boxes. Direct mar- 
keting companies like Dell Computer offered a lower cost box 
using open technology (no micro-channel) and a great on- 
site warranty. In the end, even IBM abandoned Micro-chan- 
nel and they lost their market leadership role in the process. 

Intel is now taking this same path with their introduc- 
tion of Socket8 and Sloti technology. These designs are 
patented and the interface is effectively a closed architec- 
ture. Motherboard manufacturers can buy chipsets from Intel 
and provide boards for the newest processor but, chipset and 
processor manufacturers can not produce chips based around 
the newest sockets. AMD, Cyrix, IBM, VIA and SIS are now 
relegated to producing Socket7 designs or venturing off on 
their own. 

The solution!!! ’ 

Use the Socket7 design but enhance the performance 
while maintaining compatibility. New versions of Socket7 
chipsets offer 75 MHz and even 83 MHz bus speed. A joint 
effort between VIA and AMD will bring out a version that op- 
erates at 100MHz. Linear Burst Cache enhancing perfor- 
mance to the memory for Cyrix and IBM processors. Larger 
second level cache and 4 way associative mapping will en- 
hance performance. Pipeline Burst cache memory and Syn- 
chronous DRAM will all improve the memory performance. 
Memory support beyond a gigabyte with large tag rams for 
full cache support caters to the image processing industry. 
In all, Socket7 is a good interface with years of life left. 

The AMD K6 processor and The new 686MxX from Cyrix 
all already taking advantage of these new enhancements. 
With parts scheduled to run at 300 MHz and bus speeds of 
100 MHz, AMD will challenge and perhaps surpass the per- 
formance of the Pentium II even with the older bus design. 


It’s the next leap that will set the pace. Intel has al- 
ready demonstrated their Deschutes processor at over 400 
MHz and this part will surely run with a variation of the Slot1 
configuration. Since Slot1 is a circuit board, there is room for 
plenty of performance enhancing devices including gallium 
arsenide technology. 
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Will Slot1 live on or will the next version of CPU require 
Slot2? If each purchase of a motherboard with the latest 
technology is good for only one generation of processor, will 
the consumer continue to shell out two to three times as much 
for Intel’s latest or live with almost as fast for less. 

In the past, cost has relegated many a better design to 
the museum. We even have a new word coined just for this 
event. It’s ‘Betamaxed’. Will Slot1 be betamaxed by revamped 
versions of Socket7? 


My crystal ball is stilla bit fuzzy on this one. 73’s Stave 


Netscape claims 200 


ne 
omaunicator Communicator Sites 


MOUNTAIN VIEW, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A., 1997 JUL 9 
(NB) — REPEAT/By Newsbytes Staff. In the ongoing battle 
for intranet dominance, Netscape Communications Corp. 
[NASDAQ:NSCP] is claiming that more 200 enterprise cus- 
tomers and large organizations have chosen its Communi- 
cator and Netscape SuiteSpot 3.0, “for either corporate mes- 
saging or to implement business-critical applications for their 
intranets and extranets.” 

Netscape says that the 200 Design Wins have “already 
begun deployment of at least 500 seats of the new Netscape 
software.” 

Netscape says that the 200 “Design Wins”. include 
Adobe Systems Inc., Audi, Banco Popular De Puerto Rico, 
BC Telecom, Bell Canada, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Georgia, Booz-Allen & Hamilton, Browning-Ferris Industries, 
Defense Information Systems Agency, Dresdner Bank, Ed- 
ward Jones, Federal Express Corp., Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem, Genentech, Knight-Ridder Inc., Harris Corp., Lawyer's 
Title, LSI Logic, NASA Goddard; O’Melveny & Myers LLP, 
Parametric Technology Corp., PPD Pharmaco Inc., Shell; 
Sprint, the US Information Agency, the US Patent & Trade- 
mark, the US Senate, and W.R. Grace & Co. 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 62! Commonwealth Avenue 
tel. 407- 894-3238 ¢ toll free 1-800-327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espajiol 407-898-1166 
fax 407-894-7553 


CLEARWATER: 14100 U.S.19 N. #124 
tel. 813-539-7348 © toll free 1-888-226-7388 
fax 813-524-4971 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 39 years! 
Dealer for... 

ALINCO * AZDEN « ICOM * KENWOOD ° SGC * STANDARD « YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 
Other locations... 

MILWAUKEE, WI ° WICKLIFFE, OH « LAS VEGAS, NV 
1-800-558-0411 1-800-321-3594 1-800-634-6227 


V-Chip 
Converter 
ready by 
year’s end 


GREENWICH, CONNECTICUT, U.S.A., 1997 JUL 11 
(NB) — By Bill Pietrucha. If only people moved as quickly as 
technology. Now that the long-standing debate over a revised 
television ratings system is more or less over, the first V chip 
converter to use the newly agreed upon ratings system should 
be in the marketplace by year end. 


The new V chip converter, being manufactured by 
Soundview Technologies Inc., should give parents their first 
opportunity to block programming only three to four months 
after the October 1 start up date of the new ratings system. 
The timetable to manufacture new television sets with the V 
chip, by comparison, is expected to take between 12 and 18 
months. 


Earlier this week, the ABC, CBS and Fox television 
networks reached a compromise agreement on television 
ratings with parents, educators, children’s advocate groups 
and Congress to add content ratings to the current age-re- 
lated ratings. The content specific ratings include the letter S 
for sex, L for language, V for violence, D for suggestive dia- 
logue and FV for fantasy violence in animated programs. 

The age-related system, put into effect on January 1, 
consist of six categories shown at the start of programs as a 
small icon in the upper left-hand corner of the screen. These 
include TV-G, suitable for all ages; TV-PG, parental guidance 
suggested; TV-14, program may contain material unsuitable 
for children under 14; and TV-M, mature audiences only. Two 
additional categories apply only to children’s shows: TV-Y for 
all children and TV-Y7 for children seven and older. 

“Now that the ratings system finally is in place, we can 
begin to use the technology to make the system work,” 
Soundview President H. Lee Browne told Newsbytes. 

Earlier this week, Sen. John McCain (R-Arizona) noted 
that the development of a ratings system “is only the first 
installment of the promise the Congress made to American 
parents. Until the V-chip is readily available in the market- 
place, parents will have the information, but not the means to 
act on it by blocking from their homes programs they con- 
sider inappropriate for their children.” 

Echoing McCain’s comments, Browne told Newsbytes 
his company’s set-top V Chip Converter, with an estimated 
retail price of $60, “will finally allow parents to actually block 
programs they don’t want in their homes, rather than having 
to continuously monitor a warning label’ on their TV screens.” 

The converter also will provide American parents “with 
an inexpensive alternative to buying a new television set,” he 
said. 

Browne told Newsbytes that the V Chip Converter, which 
already has been demonstrated to broadcast industry execu- 
tives and parent groups, will be “fine tuned” over the next few 
months. 

“We have to make sure the broadcasters will be send- 
ing the ratings signal so our Converter can block it,” he said. 

Marketing of the V Chip Converter is expected to begin 
some time in early December, he said. 


“We’ve had discussions with national non-profit orga- 
nizations and education associations to co-develop market- 
ing strategies that will make the V Chip Converter available 
to American families throughout the United States,” Browne 
said. “Our goal would be to have up to 30% of the sales pro- 
ceeds benefit education or other children’s needs.” 
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Windows for 
Weenies 


Cleaning up the Registry 


Messing with the Registry in Windows95 is an invita- 
tion to disaster. Most manuals indicate that tampering with 
the Registry requires as much bravery as taking a midnight 
stroll though the Okefenokee Swamp. If you’ve never encoun- 
tered a Registry error and its consequences, you'll never know 
what true horror is. Basically, the computer won’t work and 
often requires the dreaded Fdisk. 


So, the wily weenies steer clear of the Registry as much 
as possible. But...the Registry gets cluttered up with all sorts 
of entries often due to install programs leaving debris be- 
hind. There are sophisticated Registry Edit programs but they 
are dangerous unless one is familiar with the Registry. 
Winprobe 95 has “Optimize Registry” that seems to work OK 
but is scary. As it nears the end of its sweep, it lists the items 
that are no longer required by the Registry and will be re- 
moved. Most times a review of the list reveals some impor- 
tant applications that one uses regularly. For me, PM65.exe 
(my publishing program) always rates a listing. | always say. 
NO to removing it but in reality, it might not hurt anything but 
| “ain’t” about to take the risk. 


According to other sources, Microsoft programmers de- 
vised a utility for their own use, initially not available to the 
public. Like many other gimmicks, RegClean eventually made 
it to the public domain. . RegClean does ex- 
actly what it implies. It; doesn’t ask you any- 
thing and only tell you what it’s doing. 
The only decision one} makes is to say yes or 
no to fixing errors. It: keeps a log of activi- 
ties performed and, one can reverse its 
“fix” if the fix doesn’t: work. It’s. similar to 
Scandisk. Press a button, watch the thermometer go across 
the box, press the button to fix errors and it goes away - job 
completed in a few seconds. 


RegClean is downloadable from Microsoft and many 
other web sites that offer utilities. By cleaning the Registry 
regularly, the system is less prone to crash and speeds up 
reboots. A no brainer. 


Easy Desktop Access 


Want to save a document or file for quick and easy 
access? Save it to your desktop! Just follow these steps: 


1. Choose FilelSave As. 2. In the Save As dialog box, 
type in the name of your document. 3. Open the Save In drop- 
down list at the top of the Save As dialog box. 4. Highlight 
Desktop. 5. Click Save. 


An icon appears on your desktop with the filename 
underneath. Whenever you need to access this file, double- 
click on the file. The file, along with the program it was cre- 
ated in, opens. 


Bypassing the Recycle Bin 


Why on earth would you want to do that? As you know, 
most everything you delete goes to the recycle bin and can 
be restored if you made a grievous error in deletion. The Bin 
is a huge wastebasket that fills up and wastes disk space. It’s 
sort of out of sight, out of mind thing. If you’ve ever deleted 
one of those 16MB trialware games only to find that you 
haven't recovered a byte of free space, the culprit is the Re- 
cycle Bin. The amount of free space available is reduced by 
the size of the Recycle Bin. Not only is it a good idea to empty 
the Bin frequently but it’s a good idea to consign material 
one knows will never again be used to outer space. 

To accomplish this, open your Windows Explorer win- 
dow and highlight the file or folder you wish to delete. Press 
the [Shift] then hit the [Del] button. A “Confirm File Delete” 
window will appear asking you to confirm the deletion. The 
material is truly deleted and not sent to the Recycle Bin. 
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Supreme Court Affirms 
Internet Free Speech Rights 


EPIC HAILS SUPREME COURT INTERNET 


“INDECENCY” DECISION: 


WASHINGTON, DC — The Electronic Privacy In- 
formation Center (EPIC) today hailed the Supreme Court’s 
Internet speech decision as “the first landmark decision of 
the 21st Century.” In its first opinion involving cyberspace, 
the Court, by a 7-2 vote, struck down the online censorship 
provisions of the Communications Decency Act (CDA) (Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and Justice O’Connor concurred in part 
and dissented in part). EPIC participated 
in the litigation as both plaintiff and co- 
counsel. 


“Today’s opinion defines the First 
Amendment for the next century,” accord- 
ing to EPIC Legal Counsel David Sobel, - 
who served as co-counsel in Reno v. ACLU.} 
“The Court has written on aclean slate and 
established the fundamental principles that} 
will govern free speech issues for the elec- 
tronic age.” 


Sobel said that today’s landmark decision “preserves 
both free speech and personal privacy in this rapidly growing 
medium.” Throughout the litigation of the case, EPIC has 
stressed that the CDA not only infringed on Americans’ free 
speech rights, but also posed a grave threat to personal pri- 
vacy. By requiring “speakers” on the Internet to verify the 
age and identity of all potential recipients of “indecent” mate- 
rial, the law would have destroyed the anonymity that is a 
hallmark of online communications. EPIC noted that a good 
deal of sensitive information — dealing with AIDS preven- 
tion, teenage pregnancy, and other critical social issues — 
would not be sought out if recipients were required to identify 
themselves. 


EPIC joined with the American Civil Liberties Union and 
18 other plaintiffs in challenging the law on February 8, 1996, 
the day it was signed by President Clinton. A three-judge 
federal court panel in Philadelphia unanimously ruled on June 
11, 1996, that the Internet “indecency” provisions violated 
the First Amendment's free speech protections. That deci- 


sion was today affirmed by the United States Supreme Court: . 


A copy of the Court’s decision is available at: 
http://www2.epic.org/cda/cda_decision.html 


EPIC is a non-profit research organization estab- 
lished in 1994 to examine civil liberties and privacy is- 


sues arising in new electronic media. 
President Endorses User Empowerment 


Approach For Internet Content 

In a meeting with public interest advocates and industry 
representatives today, President Clinton and Vice President Gore 
said that user control,.as opposed to CDA-style content regula- 
tions, is the best way to help parents prevent their kids from 
accessing inappropriate material on the Internet. The President, 
noting that the meeting showed “how to pave the way to a family 
friendly Internet without paving over the constitutional guaran- 
tees to free speech and free expression,” also announced a 
continuing effort to educate the public about the availability of 
user empowerment technology. 

In conjunction with the White House event, the Center for 
Democracy and Technology and an ad hoc group of industry 
and consumer/public interest groups released a White Paper 
documenting the availability and effectiveness of user empow- 
erment tools for the Internet. CDT and the Voters Telecommuni- 
cations Watch also unveiled Netparents.org, a new web site de- 
signed to provide resources for Internet parents. (URL’s Below) 


Among other things, the meeting highlighted the advan- 
tages of user empowerment over government content regula- 
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tions: 


* USER EMPOWERMENT DOES NOT INFRINGE ON 
CONSTITUTIONAL FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION: Adults have 
a constitutional right to speak and publish in some ways that are 
nevertheless considered inappropriate for children. Since pa- 
rental empowerment tools limit that which is available to chil- 
dren at the receiving end, as opposed to what can be published 
by speakers, freedom of expression is preserved for adults while 
parents are able to shield their children from inappropriate ma- 
terial. 

—— * THIS IS NOT THE ‘V-CHIP’: The 
__ {President did not call legislation or a single 
{‘V-Chip’ style Internet rating system or stan- 
dard. Instead, he called on the industry and 
_{the Internet community to continue to develop 
|products and services to assist parents, and 
stressed the importance of multiple, indepen- 
dent rating systems and choices for users. 


* USER EMPOWERMENT TOOLS 
ARE 100% AVAILABLE TODAY TO EVERY 
INTERNET CONNECTED HOUSEHOLD: 
Users and parents have a variety of effective, easy to use op- 
tions available today to control their children’s access to inap- 
propriate material online based on their own family values. 
* USER EMPOWERMENT TOOLS ARE EASY-TO-USE 
AND EFFECTIVE: Blocking and filtering technologies are far 
more effective and far more flexible than any law. The tools are 
designed to be easy to use for parents who may not be as com- 
puter savvy as their kids. 


* PARENTS MUST PLAY A ROLE: Technology is only 
part of the solution to parents concerns. Parents must also learn 
how to use the available technology and impart their own val- 
ues. 


CDT is pleased that the President and Vice President have 
endorsed the user empowerment approach and we look for- 
ward to working with the Administration, the computer and com- 
munications industries, public:interest and family groups, Internet 
users, and Congress towards solutions which preserve the free 
flow of information and constitutional guarantees of free expres- 
sion online, while at the same time assuring that concerned 
have access to the tools they need. 


Links: 


* A copy of the White Paper, along with other information, 
is available online at http://www.cdt.org/speech/ 


* Please also check out ‘Resources for Internet Parents’ 


at http://www.netparents.org/ 
Post-CDA: The “Filtering” Debate Begins 


Within days of the Supreme Court’s landmark Internet free 
speech decision, various approaches are being touted to control 
and “filter” online content. Sen. Dan Coats (R-IN), a principal co- 
sponsor of the unconstitutional Communications Decency Act (CDA), 
announced his intention to “construct new legislation that will pass 
the Court’s constitutional standard.” Coats’ effort is supported by 
the Christian Coalition, the Family Research Council, and other pro- 
ponents of the CDA. 


While Coats has not yet described his new legislative pro- 
posal, Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) has spelled out the key provisions 
of her soon-to-be introduced “Childsafe Internet Act of 1997.” The 
Murray bill would adopt the “filtering” and “blocking” approach en- 
dorsed by some opponents of the CDA, and make it a criminal of- 
fense to “misrate” websites or “exploit childsafe chat rooms.” Ina 
press release describing her proposed bill, Murray specifically men- 
tioned “filtering” software such as Cyber Patrol, Net Nanny and Surf 
Watch and rating schemes such as PICS (Platform for Internet Con- 
tent Selection). 


More information about the CDA is available at: 
http://www.epic.org/cda/ 
http://www.firstamendment.org/ 


Well, summer is upon us. 
For you up North, you can look for- 
ward to playing some golf and en- 
joying not having to shovel snow. For us down here in Florida, 
we can look forward to 95 degree days....and some nights. 
You're smart if you tee off at 6AM or 5PM. Well, that’s enough 
Garrison Keillor for today. 


SLOW SCANNERS...THIS TIME IT’S YOUR TURN 


Last issue | said I’d write something on Tom Jenkins 
HIRES Ver. 4.0 when | had a chance to try it. This has come 
to pass. | haven’t gone too far into the program to find out 
that HIRES is still the (may | say this) “Cadillac” of the Robot 
1200 control/graphics programs. One of the first shockers is 
receiving a snowy, noisy, streaky, hashed-up SSTV picture, 
with line noise and everything else in it, going to the FIL- 
TERS selection and selecting the “de speckle”....presto..and 
| do mean presto-chango, the picture on the screen is really 
near perfect. If that isn’t enough to whet your appetite for the 
review to come, | don’t know what is. From time to time | will 
borrow from the written doc file, because it is explained bet- 
ter than | can. The program is basically divided into 5 differ- 
ent menus. The more important functions such as paging, 
loading from disk, saving, uploading to Robot are provided in 
all of the menus. Fig 1 is the MAIN MENU screen. You will 
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Fig 5is the SPECIAL a ee “ 
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PLAY-SPEED-STATUS-XMIT-RECEIVE & STANDBY are all 
in a blue box. The INPUT-OUTPUT box is green and the 
MENUS box is magenta. All boxes have cyan lettering, so 
you can see that it’s a very eye appealing display. Starting 
with the Main menu, the INPUT and OUTPUT selections are 
self explanatory. The MEMORY box will permit you to view 
or send the Red-Green and Blue memories. In some cases, 
if you can increase or decrease the color saturation of a pic- 
ture, as | can, it’s handy then, to be able to see these memo- 
ries separately. The COMPOS is a composite color picture. 
PAGE 1 and PAGE 2 select memories. The DISPLAY box will 
let you display camera live, memory or quad. When you se- 
lect quad, the Robot will receive 4 pictures sequentially and 
put them in 4 quadrants of the screen. Naturally, the resolu- 
tion suffers somewhat in the quad mode, but it does have it’s 
applications. You can run HIRES from windows 95 with a 
slightly smaller screen, but the apparent resolution is better 
in the small screen format. This small screen is the Menu 
only and not the pictures. With the advent of so many “memory 
hungry” programs these days, it’s a pleasure to have HIRES 
with about 700K of data. | recently put in a scanner and the 
software took up 22 Megabytes!! The image formats avail- 
able are HRZ, IMG, PX1, BMP, GIF and TGA which should 
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cover most of the popular formats. 
Many of the graphics programs will con- 
vert anything to HRZ. This is not really 
all that necessary now. One of the great 
features is the thumbnail images that 
are available. Just click on VIEW and 
you get a set of all your images in 
memory. Just click on the image and 
you have it full screen, to send, edit, 
color, letter, etc. Text gives you a broad 
assortment of fonts and others are avail- 
able on the Internet. | guess | have 
about 100 fonts, including Arabic, He- 
brew, Greek, etc. To describe the 
PAINT MENU is redundant because all 
the features are listed on the menu it- 
self, as illustrated. The editing feature 
will let you go into a picture and actu- 
ally edit or re-colorize certain of pixels 
so as to make a more appealing pic- 
ture. | havea great picture of my grand- 
daughter Lily when she had a boo-boo 
on her face. It was easy to just edit it 
out so as to have an unblemished pic- 
ture. You can make transparencies and 
paste them wherever you want in your 
picture composition. The IMAGE PRO- 
CESSING MENU ts again self explana- 
tory. With all the wonderful things you 
can do with HIRES, it should be in 
everyone’s computer who’s using the 
ROBOT. | might say | have MSCAN, 
JVFAX and GSHB and although | use 
them all, the real convenience comes 
with all the tools available to me in 
HIRES. Try it.....you’ll like it. You can 
reach the author, Tom Jenkins at e-mail 
address tomj @indy.net. 


MSCAN by CombiTech of Holland 
has anew version MSCAN 2.2x out that 
includes new features and new modes. 
More fonts and foreground/background 
colors are available. When in the text 
mode, the backspace key will delete text 
but not background. It’s also easier to 
load a picture from another drive or di- 
rectory. The directory now holds 500 
files. Version 2.2 has a couple new 
modes: Wraase (SC-2) 180, TV1&2 and 
now loads TGA and BMP files. The 
TV1&2 modes are Combitech’s contri- 
bution to SSTV. Instead of transmitting 
one frame they transmit 4 interlaced 
frames, so that the picture will be vis- 
ible after only 25% of the transmission 
time. Another new contribution is the 
Wraase SC-2 180 mode which is a com- 
bination of the transmission time of the 
M1 picture and the resolution of a Scot- 
tie DX picture. Resolution is excellent. 
MSCAN is on the Internet at http:// 
www.mscan.com. E-mail is 
combitech @ mscan.com. A request via 
e-mail or on the website will bring you 
a copy of the new MSCAN MAIL for May 
1997 showing all the interfaces and 
electronics available. 

THE WEATHER SATELLITE SCENE 

This is the perfect place for one 
of the interesting scenarios of my life- 
time. Do you remember the first grape- 
fruit size satellite the USA planned to 
put into orbit as a passenger on the 
Vanguard platform. Somewhere | be- 
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lieve around 1958 (| may be plus or 
minus a few years), The first launch of 
the Vanguard was a dismal failure. It 
went up about 100 feet, turned on it’s 
side and blew up. Circumstances led 
me to be somewhat connected to this. 
At the time | was selling magnetic pick- 
ups as an Ohio agent for a Chicago 
company. These pickups were used in 
the chill-down pumps for the hydrazine 
fuel tanks. A magnetic pickup is posi- 
tioned near a toothed wheel or gear and 
when the gear rotates the magnetic 
pickup generates a voltage output pro- 
portional to the speed of the gear. The 
gear was on the pump and when the 
pickup showed no output, the fuel tanks 
were supposed to be completely chilled 
down with nitrogen, ready to receive 
fuel. The people who built the pumps 
waived my warning that at these very 
low temperatures, the windings in the 
magnetic pickups could possibly frac- 
ture resulting in a loss of output, which 
was the same signal they were waiting 
for to indicate the tanks were chilled. 
They weren't. The satellite launched 
with a warm bubble of oxygen in it and 
“poof”, disaster! This was somewhere 
around the time of the Soviet SPUTNIK. 
| have lived with all the early satellites, 
heard the first beep-beep-beep from 
Sputnik 1 and hung around the Stan- 
dard Oil Lab in Warrensville Ohio where 
a few technicians had set up a satellite 
listening and recording station. At one 
time | sold magnetic pickups used in the 
Sparrow, Hawk, Titan, Tartar and many 
other missiles, yes even the Tomahawk 
which is used today. My connection with 


Satellites goes back a 
way.... maybe 40 years. 


SOME INTERESTING WX SATEL- 
LITE SITES ON THE INTERNET 


For those interested in satellite 
pictures, weather information, etc., 
there are a number of sites on the Web 
worth trying. The National Severe 
Storms Laboratories in Norman Okla- 
homa, a division of NOAA located at 
http://www.nssl.uoknor.edu. They are 
in partnership with the National Weather 
Service. Another interesting site is 
CAPS (center for analysis and predic- 
tion. of © storms)... is. at. :http://.’ 
www.caps.uoknor.edu. Try http:// 
www.ngdc.noaa.gov/dmsp/source/ 
dmspdesc.html (Defense Meteorologi- 
cal Satellite Program)is a Department 
of Defense program run by the AIR 
FORCE SPACE AND MISSILE SYS- 
TEM CENTER. The DMSP: program 
designs, builds, launches and maintains 
several near polar orbiting, sun synchro- 
nous satellites monitoring the 
meterological,oceanographic and solar 
terrestrial physics environments. A very 
interesting site. For current, forecasted 
and archived meteorology and brilliant 
color maps of North America, showing 
temperature, winds, cloud cover try 
Purdue. University site at http:// 
thunder.atms.perdue.edu. And finally 
the DRIG website at http://drig.com to 
get current listings of most American, 
Japanese and European satellite 
launches and a lot more information 
including weather pictures. 


Next.....clao Fred. W8ASF 


long 


See the FUN you’ve © 
been missing! | 


Slow 


Every day more and more 
hams are enhancing their 


Can enjoyment of ham radio 
TV by adding images to their 
conversations, 


Join the fun! 


new Pasoken TK Lite... 


$30 + $3 shipping. 


(Software onty - Uses simple interface on COM port} 


Pasekon TP Classico... ... 


(Complete package with internat terface.) 


» S200 + $5 shipping USA. 


STS other countries. 


Absolute Value Systems 
115 Stedman St. #C 
Chelmsford, MA 01824-1823 


(508) 250 0614 


Visit http: //www.ultranet.com/~sstv 


or write for details. 
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Shareware Reviews 


Ronnie Cohen, KF€4GHG 


rccce 
CoccoL 


SimpTerm 
| just upgraded my TNC from old 
to less older, and have been testing eorudhdd Plapwercnwa vebur 
several terminal programs, to see which quit rback baudup = auto 
meets my fancy. SimpTerm by K4VGO : ope bee i eh pag pear" 
‘ s+) xbac. rior r 

caught my attention because it’s easy cbadkd .. SRGEUARAL UPIORd “Ov hegbne? 
to use, works on almost any TNC or TU, Shovuarairema liescemacre 


requires little disk space and is loaded 
with features. 


SimpTerm is so easy to configure 
and operate. | was transmitting within 
minutes. The configuration file is ac- 
cessed and modified with any text edi- 
tor. Enter your call letters and COM port 
information and you are ready to roll. If 
you are an advanced user or adventur- 
ous, you can change the configuration 
file and assign functions to different 
keys. Don’t worry about making mis- 
takes because you can modify most of 
SimpTerm’s features from within the 
program. 

The program’s operating screen 
has two display windows separated by 
a status bar. Window sizes and colors 
are configured from the keyboard. 
SimpTerm’s. status bar displays the 
program's current configuration, status 
of your selected option and time. The 
current time feature can be configured 
for local or GMT. 


The receiving window is on the 
top part of the screen. It displays the 
information you receive and echoes the 
lines you type. Below this window is CONZ 1200.8 ,N, 1 Lo 
the transmitting window that displays 
the lines you typed and any errors. Both 
windows come with forward and back- 
ward scrolling features to display the 
lines you have sent or received. 


SimpTerm’s functions or any key 
combinations can be combined in pro- 
gram macros and assigned to the func- 
tion, shift, alt or control keys. It’s really 
easy to assign your name and Qth toa 
key for fast operations. Macro and other 
helpful information can be added to the 
on-line help screen. 


The program features a good log- 
ging option. You can keep track of you 
contacts by simply pressing a function 
key. A pop-up window will appear with 
SimpTerm’s predefined, 14 field, data 
form to enter information. This informa- 
tion is saved in column or comma de- 
limited format for future use. 


SimpTerm runs on any 8088-fam- 
ily processor with any TNC. The author 
Jim Lynch, K4VGO has been very gen- 
erous and does not require a registra- 
tion fee to use the program. He does 
request that the user “ ... make a dona- 


tion to a worthy cause or just do some- ; E ‘ : ie 
thing nice Me caibona that they For more information about SimpTerm or for a FREE disk catalog 
wouldn't normally do” and coupon, please contact . FR im 


Mom ‘N’ Pop’s Software, P.O. Box 15003-HD, 
Spring Hill, FL. 34609, (352) 688-9108. 
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Hurricane Danny paid a visit to 
the Gulf Coast leaving in its wake wind 
and flood damage to Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, Alabama, and Florida. As was 
written in last month’s column, much of 
the need for emergency services ap- 
peared as a result of torrential rains fol- 
lowing in the hurricane’s wake. This was 
a small hurricane as hurricanes go but 
the volume of rain (27" in 24 hours at 
Theodore, AL) was devastating to many 
areas of the southeast. 


FEMA maintained an active sta- 
tus from its Regional Operations Cen- 
ter (ROC) in Atlanta and was available 
to all the civilian agencies and groups 
for assistance. Army MARS operators 
in all effected states were on the alert 
and operating as well. 


In many states, there is an active 
push for Army MARS alignment with 
civilian agencies and radio groups. 
Such unity in action would serve every- 
‘one very well since each agency and 
group has unique assets. lowa Army 
MARS was specifically invited to the 
Central States Emergency Communica- 
tions Conference. The conference was 
convened by FEMA/Region 7 for the 
purpose of exploring and uniting the 
various emergency communications 
services. Coincidentally, FEMA/Region 
7 matches Army MARS/Region 7. Army 
MARS matched its regions with the 
FEMA regions some years ago with just 
such unity of emergency support in 
mind. At this conference, a new poten- 


tial customer for Army MARS support: 


arose — the radio operators of the Fed- 
eral Highway Administration in Region 
7. The Federal Highway Administration 
operators were seeking training, guid- 
ance, and support services from the 
MARS organizations in Region 7. This 
communications connection could be 
pursued in all other federal regions as 
well by the local states involved. 


Minnesota Army MARS has had 
an on-going dialogue with its ARES 
coordinators about more cohesive and 
unified emergency support by operat- 
ing together. ARES interest was gener- 
ated by the role that MN Army MARS 
played in the flood emergency commu- 
nications support earlier this year. 
ARES recognized the great advantage 
that Army MARS has with its unique 
clear channel operation. ARES, like 
Army MARS, has a structure and goals 
to be met. Nothing in either group 
should cause any conflict of interest. 
The need for unity is there, not only in 
Minnesota, but in all states and should 
be actively pursued. 

Oregon has made and is making 
similar progress via the State EOC of- 
fice in Salem, OR. 

The movement for unifying Army 
MARS and the civilian emergency sup- 
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port agencies is growing all over the 
country. This unifying effort can hurt no 
one and can immeasurably help thou- 
sands as has been demonstrated in so 
many incidents which have already oc- 
curred throughout the nation this year. 

Eastern Area Army MARS has 
the honor of having two new Special 
Staff member appointments. Chief 
Army MARS maintains a Special Staff 
of people who have expertise in a vari- 
ety of fields. These people act as advi- 
sors and also carry out special projects 
and assignments in their fields of ex- 
pertise. 

The first of these appointees is 
James Rogers/AAR4HB who now has 
the billet call of AAAQAC. Mr. Rogers, a 
North Carolina Army MARS member, 
brings a wide knowledge on automated 
traffic handling processes and digital 
operations to his new post. He has run 


a most successful automated Gateway 
Station for North Carolina and brings 
his wide knowledge to Chief's Staff. His 
guidance will certainly help all of Army 
MARS to progress in effective auto- 
mated radio operations and to assist us 
in the development of new modes as 
they become available and practicable 
for Army MARS to follow. Having served 
a period of time in a MARS program 
other than Army MARS, Jim also has 
knowledge which will be well used as 
the MARS services approach true 
interoperability. 

The second appointee is a gentle- 
man from Alabama, Robert Moon/ 
AAV4VB who now has the billet call of 
AAAQEC. With Emergency Communi- 
cations being the primary mission of 
Army MARS, this position of Emergency 
Coordinator carries with it a vital impor- 
tance. Mr. Moon has acquired much 
emergency operations experience over 
the years with Alabama and will bring 
his considerable assets to the Chief’s 
Staff position. 


Chief Army. MARS, Robert 
Sutton, has had this to say about the 


ongoing program and viability of Army 
MARS. 

“Under Army leadership for 70 
plus years, Army MARS has a proud 
heritage of accomplishing its assigned 
missions.” 


“Continuous updating of the pro- 
gram and procedures has allowed Army 
MARS to develop a highly cost effec- 
tive emergency communications sys- 
tem and still maintain the morale/wel- 
fare support our deployed military has 
become accustomed to and deserve.” 


“As Army MARS continues to in- 
crease its customer base, our program 
continues to grow, in missions, mem- 
bership, and technology. The Army and 
the United States Army Signal Com- 
mand is dedicated to continuing this 
trend.” 

“In addition to our nationwide 
emergency radio communications net- 
works which we continue to imprave 
upon, we have maintained our seam- 
less global digital radio system which 
includes connectivity to permanent 
MARS stations located in Alaska, Ko- 
rea, Japan, Okinawa, the Pacific Basin, 
Germany, and Saudi Arabia to name a 


” ~ 


few. 


“We also have reestablished a 
MARS station in areas such as Bosnia 
to support our deployed military in that 
part of the world.” 

Is Army MARS going away? With 
such Army support and leadership such 
as Chief Army MARS, Robert Sutton 
and more than 4000 active volunteers, 
Army MARS is pushing ever forward 
with new mission and with a new spirit 
of getting the job done. 

With this spirit, Army MARS will 
surge forward —Proud, Professional, 
and Ready. 


AUTHORTED DEALER FOR 


KENWOOD 


THE EAST COAST'S NEWEST 
AMATEUR RADIO EQUIPMENT DEALER 
ACST CUS TQCR SIOHOAT BYVAL BUSINESS POH MEW AND OCU KASS ALIKE! 


REPAIR SERVICE FOR ALL NAME BRANDS 


VOICE 914-452-0415 gf 
Fax 914-462-0423 uaa 
moe: 1-800-721-4426 


CALL OR FORA YLONE 


SB HAM Come _@ 


3 Neptune Road, Poughkeepsie, New York 12601 
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William Conaway, AFF2VA, has 
distributed the text taken from the Na- 
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fis- 
cal Year 1998, a report of the.Commit- 
tee on National Security for the House 
of Representatives on H.R. 1119, dated 
June 16,1997, which enthusiastically 
endorses MARS to be included in the 
next FY budget. The following are 
exerpts from the bill: 


“MARS is a low-cost Department 
of Defense (DOD) sponsored pro- 
gram that provides DOD and the 
armed forces with an auxiliary and 
emergency communications capa- 
bility as an adjunct to normal com- 
munications. It also relies on thou- 
sands of highly-trained, volunteer 
radio communications personnel 
to relay morale and quasi-official 
communications traffic for the 
armed forces and U.S. Govern- 
ment civilian personnel stationed 
abroad. The committee reiterates 
its support for a robust MARS pro- 
gram and notes with concern a 
decline in the use of the system 
resulting from the development of 
advanced communications modes 
(e.g., satellites). The committee 
notes that advanced modes of 
communication may not always be 
available or cost-effective, and that 
failing to exploit MARS resources 
more aggressively could result in 
the loss of this relatively inexpen- 
sive auxiliary communications ca- 
pability.” “Recommend ways to in- 
tegrate MARS resources in sup- 
port of other government agen- 
cies, identifying options for inter- 
facing and linking MARS with regu- 
lar DOD communications re- 
sources and with other emergency 
communications resources and 
systems” “Identify ways to improve 
the reliability of the MARS system” 


It also reiterates the past perfor- 
mance of the MARS program; how it has 
provided uninterrupted morale and wel- 
fare service to the uniformed person- 
nel throughout the world; how it has 
trained to be an added service in disas- 
ters and international emergencies; and 
how it should be retained, funded, and 
expanded to be even more of an asset 
to the DoD. The entire text of the bill 
can be read on the Virginia MARS home 
page at {http://www.qsl.net/vamars}. 
Also, the Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency (FEMA) has strongly 
urged the continuation of Amateur Ra- 
dio assistance in emergency conditions, 
and for a year now has recommended 
the consideration for using some of the 
ham bands for land mobile service be 
dropped. Paul K. Reid, Jr., Frequency 
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Manager of FEMA, states in his letter 
of 1 August, 1996 (exerpts): 


“It is our understanding that the 
( above working group) has pro- 
posed that the 144-148 MHz and 
420-450 MHz Amateur Radio 
bands be considered for use in 
expanding the Mobile Satellite 
Service.” “Amateur Radio opera- 
tors have a history of supporting 
State and local government emer- 
gency operations by providing 
communications. This support is 
provided through formal organiza- 
tions such as the Radio Amateur 
Civil Emergency Service (RACES) 
program and the American Radio 
Relay League’s Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service (ARES) pro- 
gram as well as thousands of lo- 
cal ham clubs. Many of the local 
communities served by these 
Hams have extremely limited re- 
sources and would be without a 
backup communications system 
were it not for the Hams. The ser- 
vices provided by these Hams of- 
ten involves life threatening situa- 
tions. FEMA has been in contact 
with our State and local emer- 
gency management partners 
throughout the nation. It is our be- 
lief that authorizing the mobile sat- 
ellite service to operate on the 
above mentioned Amateur bands 
will seriously degrade their ability 
to support their public safety re- 
quirements. We strongly urge the 
Commission to remove these 
Amateur bands from further con- 
sideration.” 


The threat of losing some of our 
VHF/UHF frequencies is still there, but 
has yet to materialize. It is good to know 
that some federal entities have recog- 
nized our enthusiasm for a support role, 
and support it themselves. Some of us 
have a dual capability - we are MARS 
members and have additional frequen- 
cies and areas of coverages in many 
cases. Anyhow, thanks, FEMA, for your 
understanding and assistance in our 
frequency fight. 

AFA2TS, John Cox, has re- 
signed as AFF2K, effective 31 July. 
John has done an exemplary job as 
packet coordinator and has an excel- 
lent WWW MARS Region 2 information 
page. We salute John and his achieve- 
ments in our program, and wish him 
well. 

We welcome Lewis Cullen, 
AFA2UF of Thorsby, AL back as a 2S1 
night net control station. Lewis has 
been an NCS for many years, but “tak- 
ing a rest” recently. Thanks, Lewis, for 


volunteering your time and efforts 
again. 

Vic Carson - AFF2C advises 
that the new NCS training manual is fin- 
ished and ready for use. Direct mail- 
ings will be made to AFA2UH, AFA2GY, 
AFA2GO, AFA2WJ and AFA2UF. Larry, 
AFFeN, has asked for additional cop- 
ies to mail to all NCSs and prospective 
NCSs. Any affiliate interested in becom- 
ing an NCS should contact AFF2N for 
information. AFA2WJ, John in 
Melbourne, FL, has been conducting 
training seminars on traffic handling on 
the daytime 2S1 net. It may soon be 
done on nightime 2S1 when the propa- 
gation permits. This is intended to keep 
the membership at peak efficiency in 
message handling - we could be 
needed at any time, and should be 
ready to handle emergency traffic es- 
pecially. Morale traffic is, for the time, - 
being handled usually by other means. 
However there is still m&w messages 
in the system daily, and don’t be sur- 
prised if there is some for your area 
soon! (Photo - James Stewart in Fly- 
ing Suit) 


REAL HEROES...are hard to find 
these days. One of the most admired 
actors of this century, Jimmy Stewart, 
passed away the first part of July. He 


was not only a Hollywood-styled hero, 
but actually completed 20 combat mis- 
sions flying a B-24 “Liberator” as a cap- 
tain in the Army Air Corps. He could 
have served in Special Services during 
the war, but at age 33, he enlisted as a 
private and rose to colonel as a bomber 
pilot, at times leading one-thousand- 
plane waves of air strikes against Ger- 
many. Jimmy won the Air Medal and the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and later 
rose to the rank of brigadier general in 
the Air Force Reserve. A former fellow 
crewman, John H. Robinson, 73, of 
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Collierville, TN, who was in Stewart’s 
squadron from its’ training days to com- 
bat flights, recalls the bravery and ex- 
ceptional leadership abilities of their 
beloved commander. From the time the 
squadron was put together in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, the morale and needs of the 
crew was at the forefront of Stewart’s 
thoughts - the aircraft coming in sec- 
ond. He was always there for them, and 
they for him. In England, Jimmy would 
volunteer for the most dangerous of 
missions, and he never had to ask a 
second time for volunteers. If he picked 
a mission that he knew could be espe- 
Cially deadly, he said that he couldn't 
send young men to their deaths, he had 
to be with them. Eventually, the high 
command became concerned that 
Stewart would be killed in action, and 
moved him into flight operations with 
another bomb group in May, 1944. The 
squadron was devastated for a while, 
feeling that they had “had an arm re- 
moved” from them, but eventually recov- 
ered and carried on in a manner that 
Jimmy would have been proud of. Yep, 
it's hard to find real heroes these days. 
The Hollywood-made hard-hitters domi- 
nate the television and movie screens, 
but that is only hype. We need more 
Jimmy Stewarts and Scott O’Gradys to 
be today’s role models... 
AIM HIGH! 

DISCLAIMER: This is not an offi- 
cial United States Air Force release, and 
does not necessarily reflect the views 


of the Air Force or the MARS. ; 


Here today...gone 
tomorrow 


d 
Aaa > 


Half a million people recently 
woke up to find themselves millionaires. 
A computer error at Smith Barney acci- 
dentally credited their accounts with 

-more than $19 million each. The total 
of the error was ten trillion dollars. Smith 
Barney officials insist that none of the 
customers could actually access the 
erroneous balances, which only ap- 
peared when customers accessed their 
accounts through the Internet. The er- 


ror was quickly corrected. 
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Attention New CyberHam Readers 


We welcome you as new readers of SKIP Magazine and we will strive 
to provide you with a magazine that will give you valuable and informative 
material each month. 


As has been the case for over forty years, the readers have been an 
important ingredient in SKIP’s success by submitting articles, reports, pho- 
tographs, hamfest & computer show information and even serving as maga- 
zine reps at shows and fests. 


Since SKIP will be venturing into uncharted territories, we solicit the 
assistance of interested individuals to advise us of potential advertisers in 
your area. If you wish to contact advertisers directly and sell them space, a 
commission will be paid. One can obtain more information by calling 800- 
421-3279. Magazine rate sheets are available. 


__ If you would like a package of magazines to distribute to your club or 
show, give SKIP and call to make arrangements. The magazine will provide 
gift certificates for shows, hamfests or clubs upon request from properly 
authorized individuals. 


To avoid delays in the delivery of your magazine, please keep us in- 
formed of any change of address or “temporarily aways”. Returned maga- 
zines are costly. 


We look forward to your input and participation. 


Here’s what people are saying about the best propagation software available: 


This is a cool product! — Ham Radio Online 


HFx will become a powerful force in the field of HF-propagation 
prediction and analysis. —- QST 


HFx figures among the most complete and best developed prediction 
software tools. — Megahertz 


Very intuitive and visual . . . easy to understand! — CQ (Japan) 


It’s uncanny how accurate (HFx) is! - N9VHW 


Check out our web site for more 
information. Take the guided tour or 
download a demo copy and try it out 
yourself! 


For more information or to order, call or 
write us at: 


HFx-CH 

Pacific-Sierra Research Corporation 
2901 28th Street, Suite 300 
http:/www.psrv.com/hfx! | Santa Monica, CA 90405-2938, USA 


a __ | 1-800-820-4PSR, FAX: 310-314-2323 
- Sa tems =| Outside the U.S. & Canada: 310-314-2300 
es p | E-mail: hfx%mgate@psrv.com 


Visa and MasterCard accepted 
$129.00 postpaid worldwide 
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ChinaVista Offers Chinese News 

China’s first publicly listed IT company, Xindeco Ltd. 
based in the Xiamen Special Economic Zone, has opened a 
new Web site to cover Chinese business, travel and culture. 
The services on offer include business news, national and 
regional yellow pages, online trading, travel features on the 
land, its people and places, and city guides on major Chi- 
nese cities including Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Nanjing, 
Xiamen and Suzhou. All information is available in English 
and Chinese. 

World Wide Web: http://www.chinavista.com 


A Spectrum Of Science 


Galileo is an online newsletter from Italy, available in 
English or Italian, that provides an interesting look at sci- 
ence news and features. The current issue crosses the com- 
plete spectrum, from the problems on Mir to the last letter 
from Albert Einstein and from deception by animals to ca- 
sual numeric strings in computer science. World Wide Web: 
http://www.galileo.webzone.it/galileo_eng/ 


Aviation News Passes Membership Milestone 


In less than two years, the Avweb news service has 
attracted 50,000-subscribers to its news service. The ser- 
vice, which calls itself the “Internet's Aviation Magazine and 
News Service,” is aimed at private and commercial pilots and 
aviation enthusiasts and is free to join and, when you sign 
on, you'll also get weekly e-mail newsletters. World Wide Web: 
http://www.avweb.com 


The Best Winsock Shareware 


We’ve mentioned the TUCOWS site of Winsock 
shareware many times before and this site covers a similar 
subject area but not so comprehensively. So, why are we fea- 
turing it? This page features just the best 50 applications, 
rather than listing everything online, which means you might 
not find obscure software here but finding the best Internet 
software is much easier. World Wide Web: 


http://www.deerfield.net/top50/ 
Here Comes Storm Season 


Hurricane season in the United States begins in July 
So, in response to this, The Weather Channel has launched 
a new area to its Web site covering severe weather. The com- 
pany said the area will be the most up-to-date severe weather 
-site online and promises to deliver tropical satellite maps, 
forecasts, reports and more. World Wide Web: 


http://www.weather.com/breaking_weather/ 


Military News Bulletin 


This is an online, electronic version of a print maga- 
zine published by the Voyeninform Agency of the Defence 
Ministry of the Russian Federation and RIA Novosti. It is writ- 
ten in English, Russian and Spanish and includes analytical 
articles and information about Russia’s military policy and 
reformation of its Armed Forces. There are also some official 
orders and directives of the Defense Ministry, personnel 
changes, articles by high-ranking military commanders and 
more. World Wide Web: 


http://www.ria-novosti.com/ria/military.htm! 
Helping Sort Out Your Debts 


The Debt Counselors of America has added a Debt 
Eliminator program to its Web site. The software is intended 
to help consumers determine exactly how long it will take to 
become debt free. Visitors to the web site can also take ad- 
vantage of the many free publications and software programs 
available to consumers who are dealing with mounting debt. 
World Wide Web: http://www.dca.org 
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Geographic Name Server } 
Internet users trying to find out information about towns 
and cities in the United States will find the geographic name 
server at MIT a valuable resource. Just enter the name of the 
city, select from those matching the initial search, and you 
will be returned the latitude and longitude, elevation, and zip 
codes for the town. World Wide Web: 


http://www. mit.edu:8001/geo 


Cool! Experiments From Your Chair 
This physics page is filled with simple and fun experi- 
ments that you can conduct right now! One section covers 
experiments you can do on your computer, the other con- 
cerns common everyday objects and the third section is ex- 
periments using shockwave. World Wide Web: http:// 
BrianJones.CTSS.Colostate.edu/Experiments.html 


Great Guide To European Travel 


Rick Steves, who you might know from his PBS televi- 
sion show, has a great Web site all about travel in Europe. 
Each week you can explore a different place on the conti- 
nent, from large cities to unknown villages. There’s also a 
monthly newsletter with the latest European travel news, tips 
and tricks to European travel and resources that include de- 
tails on the European rail passes. World Wide Web: 


http://www.ricksteves.com 
World War Il Documents Archive 


Thig gopher server, which you can access from most 
Web browsers, contains English translations of important 
documents from World War II. It incudes U.S. declarations of 
war on Germany and on Japan; Japanese and German sur- 
render documents; statements from the Cairo, Casablanca, 
Moscow, and Yalta conferences; German statements about 
Poland in 1939; French and British reactions to the invasion 
of Poland and more. Gopher:  gopher:// 
wiretap.spies.com:70/11/Gov/US-History/WWII 


Helping You Save Long Distance Dollars 


American readers that use long distance telephone 
services will be able to check they are getting the best deal 
for their money at a new section on the Telecommunications - 
Research and Action Center Web site. The WebPricer appli- 
cation presents the rates of five of the largest long distance | 
companies for specific calls the visitor makes. TRAC’s Web 
site also provides consumers with valuable, money-saving 
tips on such subjects as “slamming,” prepaid calling cards, 
and dial-around numbers. World Wide Web: 


http://www.trac.org 


Museum Of London Launches Web Site 


Charting the history of the city of London from the 
present to 500,000 years earlier, the Museum of London is 
the largest city museum in the world. Now it’s on the Web. 
The site’s main galleries show some of the various aspects 
of historical London life from the horror of the Great Plague 
through the splendor of the Lord Mayor’s Coach to the Mu- 
seum of London’s magnificent current exhibition In Royal 
Fashion, which comprises the dresses and accessories of 
Princess Charlotte of Wales and her cousin Queen Victoria. 
World Wide Web: http://www.museum-london.org.uk 


All Spanish Internet Service Launched 


Described as America’s first Internet service designed 
to meet the needs of the Hispanic community, IcaLatino has 
launched online in Florida. The ISP offers complete service, 
including technical support and billing, in Spanish and also 
has a chat room. There are also links to Spanish language 
sites of interest on the Internet. World Wide Web: 


http://www.icalatino.net 
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Pry ) hours per rronthl 


(Additional Hours only $0.50 per hour . 


Free Personal Home Pages! 


%« Text-Based Dial-In, “2 06 Me * 
%& SL/IP (Graphical) Ay,ikq 


Shareware / Freeware packages are available for OS/2, Windows, Macintosh and ae 


%* Use Netscape to surf the World Wide Web! Do your research, 
shop on-line, check out the latest news from around the world, 
listen to music or chat with freinds, all on the Web! 


yen * Looking for Files? Search the archives of the CICA library, log 
: -| directly into IBM, Microsoft and Apple, or get all the newest files 
and animations, and so much more, all free! 


* Into games and gaming? Log into one of the many game BBS' 
or servers on the Internet! Choose your favorite game, and you - 
will find there are more than just a few piers to go and engage 
against other adventurers! 


Owned and operated by KC4UFI (Jerry Russell), and KD4MIW (Sharon Russell). 


For more information, or to sign up, please call: 
cont” 635-8888 1-800-676-2599 


lagdid SURE THE INTERACT ON 
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Gator Chapter #32 


The meeting was attended by 28 members and guests. No 
visitors this month. This was the last formal meeting for the 96/97 
Season. Meetings for June, July, August and September are infor- 
mal with no program. 


Birthdays for May are: Gene Chester K9FOQ, Frank Yates 
K2DZS, Vince Schauler WOMZX, John Smith W4ACJ, Sissy Turner 
Wife of Bill W2WV, Janet Edel wife of John K8LBZ, AnnaMarie Clare 
wife of Harry WB2TAL. Anniversaries for May are: Barbara & John 
Smith W4ACJ, Clare and Frank Yates K2DZS and Mary & Bob Parker 
W1CUY. 


There will be no NEWSLETTERS for June, July, August and 
September. The President Frank Obenauf W2IAJ reported that his 
wife was doing well in the assisted care living facility. 


The program this month was “EYE BALL QSO PARTY”. The 
program manager (the vice-president) decided that this being the 
last formal meeting for the season and attendance would be light, 
rather than schedule a program we would just sit and enjoy each 
other’s company. 

REMINDER: 


The 1997 National Convention is in Kansas City MO, 10 - 12 
of October. You must have your room reserved by September. See 
the Summer issue of the Journal for further information. 


Gator Chapter Net meets on the K9BSL repeater Saturday 
mornings at 0900 local. The frequency is 145.290 down 600 KHz. 
Informal QCWA schedules are held Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
on the repeater @ 16:00. All are welcome. The Gator Chapter meet- 
ing is held the first Saturday of every month at Stacey’s Buffet 1451 
Missouri Avenue in the Midway Shopping Plaza, Clearwater. Lunch 


starts at 11:00 with the meeting at noon. See you there? WANTED! 


NEW MEMBERS FOR THE CHAPTER! Membership is eroding be- 
cause of death, moving away, health reasons or lost interest. The 
roster list 56 members. Almost half NEVER attend meetings. The 
only contact they have with the Chapter is through this NEWSLET- 
TER! How long we can keep their interest only time will tell. We 
need replacements not only to keep the Chapter viable, but to re- 
plenish the officer ranks. At the October meeting the President will 
appoint a nominating committee to recommend officers for 1998. 
Who will step up and offer to serve? 


If you know of a potential member call me with the name and 
| will send an invitation letter and application form. Keep this thought 
in mind NEW MEMBERS! 73 Bart Bridge W2ZYO Secretary 


Pelican Chapter #128 


The June meeting of the Pelican Chapter #128 was held at 
the usual meeting place, Staceys Buffet, at the. Tyrone Gardens 
Shopping Center, located at 10th Avenue and 58th Street, in St. 
Petersburg. There were 32. members and guests present Special 
Guest present Charles KF4CHH, and Ginny Volpee and Howard 
Rubicam, K4GHK. First time visitors were Joe N3CTM, and Earlene 
Thompson, and George Sallet K4DSB, a Pearl Harbor survivor. 


Self introductions were,made by all members and guests 
present Special recognition was given to Red W4PUZ and Nora 
Spaulding, who haven't been with the Pelicans for some time. It was 
nice to welcome them back. After the self introductions the Pelicans 
the motored into the food buffet at about the same speed as the 
cars go around the Indianapolis oval on Memorial Day. 

Vice President Ken Johnson, WA4TOP introduced his pro- 
gram for the day. The program was presented by Don Bice, W4PCO, 
entitled , “Behold the Bug.” Don’s presentation included a early 
Vibroplex key that was previously owned by W2VGu, it was manu- 
factured in 1905 and now is 92 years old, bearing the serial number 
of 902. That key has a long history, it being used in many places, 


including the White House. A very interesting presentation. The Sep- 


tember meeting will feature another Pelican member, WAOFRP., Dr. 
Marshall Ellis, will show slides on his tour of duty in El Salvador. 


Don Bice, W4PCO gave the Treasures Report, and he re- 
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ports that the Pelicans have $1,240.00 in the bank with all bills paid. 


The Pelican Picnic to be held on 19 November was discussed 
, with all plans proceeding smoothly. KR8G, Bob Kleiber in charge of 
obtaining the caterer, is attempting to find a new source of catering, 
since TGIF has went out of business. -by J. Frederick Strom, K9BSL 


Jim Walsh comments on Dayton 


A whole bunch of things came out of the Dayton Hamvention 
this year. | am pleased with our operation of the booth and there was 
plenty of help Jack Kelleher, W4ZC, President; Gary Harrison, KOBG. 
Vice President; Duke Knief, W2YTD, Treasurer; John Edel, K8LBZ, 
Director and myself manned the booth. In addition we had Bob Buus, 
W2DD, Director; and Harry Dannals, W2HD, Past President.. show 
at the booth and give us some effort. Comparing this year with last 
year, we were about 1/3 ahead of last year even though the atten- 
dance was down somewhat. 


There was a large group of our members who stopped by, 
signed the log sheet and talked about topics that were on their minds. 
One of those topics concerned awards. The first of many certifi- 
cates that is available is the 50 YR. award. Check your mailing label 
and the pair of numbers on the line above your name, at the end of 
the row is the date we have as your first licensed date. For instance, 
if that date is 1947 or earlier, you are entitled to a 50 yr. certificate, 
just for the asking. They then go up in 5 yr. increments, to 75 years. 
You might also check your membership card, it, too, shows the first 
year you were licensed. 


We did a brisk business in Quarter Century Wireless mem- 
bership pins. Thére are two versions. The plain one is the Old Man 
logo with your call engraved below the logo. It is priced at $10.00. 
Then there is the Year membership pin. This, also, is the Old Man 
Logo, your call is engraved and below that engraving is a banner 
which proclaims the number of years you have been licensed. These 
start at 25 years and increase by 5 years. These pins are $15 each. 
For both pins we have about four heote turn-around here after we 
receive the order. 


Lots of comments about the QSO parties, with the common 
thread being that it was fun to talk with some non-QCWA amateurs. 
Several of our members went all out by sending applications and a 
letter to.each person that appeared to be eligible. They got some 
good replies also. Next year it will be better and the solar flux will 
also be better than it was this year. 


Tees CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 


Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 

159 E. 16th Ave,, Dept S 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
http://www.teleport.com/ ~ qcwa 
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Southeast Florida Traffic Net (SEFTN) 
June 1997 t 


The Southeast Florida Traffic Net 
(SEFTN) met twice a day during June for a 
total of sixty sessions. Participation was 
down a bit from May, but traffic totals were 
up. Joe, KE4HXR, was the thousandth 
check-in on the late session. Ford, KB4WBY, 
our Net Historian, reports that KD4HGU, 
KS4JK, KD4JMV, KB4WBY, and KC4ZHF 
had perfect attendance at the late session. 


A major purpose of the SEFTN is 
the training of new or inexperienced hams 
in traffic handling. If you would like to learn 
how to send message traffic, you will always 
find the net members willing to help you get 
started. Each week we have a short pre- 
sentation on some aspect of traffic handling 
during the Tuesday evening session. Topics 
during June included ARRL Numbered Ra- 
diograms (AE4QA), a discussion of the use 
of Q-signals on phone (AE4QA), Field Day 
operations (KD4GR), and the SAR and 
PSHR reports (AE4QA) “Traffic Tips” are pre- 
sented each Tuesday at 6:30 local time. We 
are always looking for topics for these ses- 
sions, so please do listen and ask questions. 


For several years the net has oper- 
ated from the ARES/RACES site during field 
day. This year we were “3A” from Heritage 
Park in Plantation under the callsign AE4QA. 
“3A” means that we had up to three trans- 
mitters on the air simultaneously, all using 
emergency power and field erected anten- 
nas. The weather was beautiful and every- 
thing was operational by the 2:00 PM start- 
ing time on Saturday, the 28th. One of the 
highlights of the operation was the use of a 
helium balloon brought by Dave, KBONNZ, 
as an antenna support. Actually, _the_ high- 
light was when the balloon got away! We 
were trying to enclose the (already inflated) 
balloon in a tarp, in order to keep it from 
rupturing under the weight of the antenna 
and feedline. All of this “protective” activity 
caused the balloon to rupture at the neck 
and speed away — up, and up, and up. 
Harold KT4HK got it on video tape. Too bad 
— we would have had a digipeter in the air 
at the other end of a 250 foot string. Dave 


says that next year the balloon will be inside - 


of a fishing net. 


By 6:00 the SEFTN Net Control was 
close to being out of voice from calling “CQ 
Field Day” on 40 Meters all afternoon. But 
we had 34 stations check into the traffic net 
and handled 12 messages. That’s not bad 
for a Saturday evening. Just to be sure that 
no one is misled, contacts with the traffic 
net did not count for Field Day results. The 
rules disallow contacts made through repeat- 
ers. 

SEFTN meets daily at 1130 and 
1800 local time on 146.19/79 Mhz, the 
Motorola Amateur Radio Club repeater. The 
alternate frequency is 146.31/91, the 
Broward Amateur Radio Club repeater. Both 
sessions send representatives to the Sec- 
tion level NTS nets. New members are al- 
ways welcome, so please join us. No expe- 
rience in traffic handling is necessary, and 
all properly licensed Hams are welcome. 
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June SEFTN Statistics (Total/Average) 


Session Stations Msgs Minutes 
EARLY 405/13.5 68/2.3 426/14.2 
LATE 1016/33.9 264/8.8 1717572 


TOTALS 1421/47.4 332/11.0 2143/71.4 

Charles, WB4PAM 

Southwest Florida Traffic Net 

(SWFTN) 

| hope everyone had a happy and safe 

Fourth of July. My the year is flying by so 
fast. We are in the middle of the vacation 
season already and soon | will be away on my 
vacation. 


| thank all of you for trusting me for 
another year as traffic net manager. | will con- 
tinue to do the best | can although one might 
think that is not very much considering our 
lack of Net Controls and Liaisons but in check- 
ing with other nets | find they suffer the same 
malady. Our sponsor, the FMARC, is also suf- 
fering the same way. No-one wants to run for 
office or chair anything and the club is suffer- 
ing for it. How is it that we can give out ten or 
fifteen licenses a month and never get a single 
helping hand out of the group. Sooner or later 
the youngsters are going to have to take the 
reins, will they know how? 

_ Our net checkins seem to be holding 
up pretty good for this time of year, the traffic 
count is down of course but that is strictly due 
to the time of year. 

| don’t know if there will be a writing 
like this for the next two months or not. | in- 
tend to leave about the last day of July so | 
really don’t know if July, August and Septem- 
ber reports will go in or not. | will try to make 
arrangements for that. 


While | am on vacation, | will try to 
check back into Ft. Myers each day. Probably 
between 1300 and 1400 hours on the Mari- 
time mobile Net. | will try to make contact 
here and then move off. Look for me and call 
me if you hear me. We anticipate a trip to 
Alaska this year but will have to see as time 
progresses. 

| intend to press Harry, K9ALX into 
service as assistant Net Manager while | 
am gone so all reports and notices should 
go to him. | know everyone will work for Harry. 
See you in October. 73/88 Earl, K4AFQU NET 
MANAGER 


QFN Slow Speed Traffic Net 


Congratulations to “Chas”, KD40GV, 
as the new QFNS Net Manager which be- 
came effective July 1st. Chas has been a 
regular with QFNS and has participated as 
a net control station and QFN Rep. He is 
well qualified and will do a great job during 
the coming year. It was an interesting and 
enjoyable experience for me. 

June ended with QNI of 192, QTC 122 
QND 602 during 30 sessions. Not a bad 
traffic count for a “Slow Speed Training Net”. 
Many thanks to all of the participants, Net 
Control Stations and Net Reps. for a great 
job over the past year. 

QFNS meets daily at 8 p.m. local time 
in the Novice portion of the 80 Mtr. band, 
3.715 + or- QRM. All are welcome and we 


_are particularly interested in the new ham 


with Novice or Tech + license privileges. Lis- 
ten for a while, learn net procedure and then 
check in with us. You do not need to have 
traffic to check in. QFNS is a slow speed 
training net and if you are ready to learn, we 
are ready to teach you proper procedures 
for C.W. Traffic Handling. Join us, you will 
find it a rewarding experience. 


Once again, many thanks to the par- 
ticipants of the Net over the past year. 73/ 
88 Bob - KC4ZHF 


Florida Midday Traffic Net (FMTN) 


With the start-of Hurricane Season 
June 1st, we are also experiencing many 
severe thunderstorms across the entire re- 
gion. The weather fronts coming through 
from North Florida heading to South Florida, 
combined with torrential rains and frequent 
deadly lightning, has made for some less 
than decent propagation, and our usually 
strong stations sometimes are just above the 
noise floor. Also, because of the large 
amount of lightning that often accompany 
these storms, the frequent bursts of static 
make even CW difficult to copy at these 
times. How-ever, ALL of the Net members 
have done a fabulous job at being patient 
and supplying fills and/or relays to make sure 
the Traffic gets through unchanged, and cor- 
rect. 


The stats for June were QNI=321, 
QTC= 366, QND=636. Another fine job this 
month as well.! | would like to thank Eber- 
W7AMM personally, for bringing all of the 
WW II Reunion Traffic to the Net again this 
month; keep it coming, Eber! | must also 
say a big thank you to Laura- WA9VND, for 
doing such a great job at the VA Hospital in 
West Palm Beach. She picks up Traffic from 
the folks at the Hospital Club Station 
W4HAW, and sends it on to it’s destination 
through Mid-day, 4RN, DRN5, and many 
other Nets throughout Florida as well as the 
rest of the country. Now THAT’S Public- 
Service! 

Norm-K4RBR has been checking into 
Mid-day using the call K4IWT. He does that 
from the Amateur Station at the American 
Red Cross in Dade County. We hear him 
transmitting from there a few times a month: 
gotta’ make sure the equipment is function- 
ing well, and the antennas are in good 
shape! By the way, if anyone in other areas 
at any of the EOC’s or Red Cross stations 
would like to check into FMTN, we would be 
only too happy to have you bring any outgo- 
ing NTS-Formatted Traffic to the Net. 

During the month of June we had a 
few stations that we have not heard for a 
while check in. A special welcome-back to 
Clara, KS4DW, and her other half, Fred, 
KS4FB from Oak Hill. We hope to hear you 
both checking-in as “regulars” again. New 
Stations this month included Eddie,KB4LD 
from Waycross Ga., and George, K4KH, 
from Ft. Myers. We hope to hear from you 
both again soon. 

Congratulations to Laura, WA9VND, 
on her Appointment as Net Manager of 
Tropical Phone Traffic Net ( TPTN ). And to 


Continued next page 
19 


K9BSL moves to top of rolicall 


The Knights of the Kilocycle, amateur radio’s oldest net, was 
organized on Christmas Day, 1929, and is now celebrating it’s 67th 
year. The Knights meet every Sunday morning at 7:30 on 3910 Kilo- 
cycles. Since 1929 there have been 545 permanent memberships 
awarded to amateur operators. The Knights always welcomes new 
members. A membership certificate is earned after five consecutive 
weekly check-ins to the net. 


And here goes the Knightly News: 


Jay, K9BSL moved into the top position last month for check- 
ing in the most times consecutively in recent month. Jay will stay at 
the top for five weeks and then the top spot goes to the next mem- 
ber in line. Jay also announces the weekly birthdays and anniversa- 
ries of members. 


KJON, Alan has turned over the invocation duties to Henry 
WB4GCK for a few weeks. Alan and Henry have volunteered to 
handle the position for Herb, AD4UA who is out on vacation until this 
month. 


The Knights heard from Jack, K4KEB from Nokomis last 
month. Jack hadn't been on the air for many years due to being in an 
antenna restricted community. 


Congratulations to Wendy W1UCL for his recent taking of 
marriage vows with his wife in Lutz. Wendy was actually married a 
year ago but was married in a Catholic church ceremony last month. 


WAOFRP, Doc should have become a new Knight by press 
time. He will have made.his five consecutive checkins and entitled 
to the membership ceremony and his certificate. Doc is a friend of 
Jay, K9BSL who encouraged Doc to check in. Doc even checked in 
via phone patch one week to make sure he didn’t miss the Sunday 
morning net. 


ICOM 10756 - $1999.00 
TC W32A - $350.00 


IC T7ZA - $273.00 


~ \NEW IC T2A 2 Meter 


MIKE'S ELECTRON 


1001 NVWV 52 STREET 
FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33309 


ORDER LINE (800)427-3066 
BROWARD (954)491-7110 
FAX<(954)491-7011 


Henry, WB4GCK, of Babson Park celebrated his 83rd birth- 
day last month. Congratulations Henry! 


Stan, W4JKK of Melbourne has been canoe fishing on the 
lake behind his home and recently celebrated his 81st birthday. In a 
recent storm, Stan says he lost some shingles off his roof but wasn’t 
much damaged. 


Bob, W4KOG the Knight's Master Oscillator recently had a 
pace maker operation and is doing fine. Bob lives in North Palm 
Beach where it seems to rain less than just about anywhere else in 
Florida! 

Bob, W8DGU told the net that he is planning on moving to a 
retirement community but will have antennas installed there, but may 
be off the air in between moves. He has some equipment for sale 
including his old vertical antenna and a spare rig. 


Rich, WB4NTI recently checked in and it was good to hear 
him even though the static crashes were covering him up. 


K4CQT was in California for a few week last month and should 
be back this month. 


For those who have computers and Internet access, please 
check out my web site at: http://members,aol.com/browne. | have 
music on most of the pages and even Morse code playing in the _ 
background on the ham pages. The amateur radio pages include. 
Florida and Southwest Florida ham info, listings of area hams in 
three counties, online callbooks, and the latest Knights of the Kilo- 
cycle news as well as two QCWA chapter newsletter briefs. 

The Knights encourage new check-ins each Sunday morning 
to ham radio’s oldest net. Please join us each Sunday at 7:30 AM, 
3910 Kilocycles and let us know what’s been happening in your town. 
We welcome all hams from anyone that can hear us. Invite your 
friends to listen and call in Sunday morning. See you all on Sunday 
morning. 


NEW 


LOW IPIRICES 
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and & 
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™ | $187.00 
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LOCATION: Melbourne Auditorium, 625 E. Hibiscus Blvd., Melbourne, FL 


Swap Tables: es Registration: 
$20 per table (Covers both days). Limit two ad- $5.00 Advanced/$6.00 at door per person for 
jacent tables per request. both days. 
Make checks payable to PCARS. Include SASE. Please include SASE for advanced tickets other- 
Tailgate space: $7.00 for each space. Spaces wise tickets will be held at door. 
first come, first served. 


Hotel Accommodations: m4 
Melbourne Hilton at Rialto Place, 200 Rialto There will be no testing 


Place, Melbourne, FL 32901-3092 
Make reservations before Aug 25, 1997 


at: (800) 437-8010 or 407 768-0200; 
Fax: (407) 984-2528 
$56.00/room - Mention Hamfest 
Transportation Provided: earache 


Transportation will be available between 
meetings at the hotel and the ae 
Hamfest location. 

Commercial Booths: , 

35 commercial spaces. Please write for Melbourne | "SCUS BLY 


more information. Include your phone 
number. 


Programs: US 192/ NEW HAVEN AVE 
Florida Phone Traffic Net Luncheon on 

Saturday, Florida Traffic Handlers 

Breakfast on Sunday, MARS, ARRL, 

and many others throughout the 

weekend. 


| RD 


EVANS RD 


ST 


NOTICE: Jn support of FCC regulations, PCARS will not tolerate nor permit the sale of uncertified 
equipment and illegally modified electronic equipment during the hamfest. 


August 1997* SKIP 21 


With thanks to Mark Twombly, who 
writes for AOPA Magazine, | had been 
thinking this month about the values of 
ham radio and the Internet. 


Even though the ranks of higher- 
classed amateur licenses maybe declin- 
ing, while the technician licenses are in- 
creasing, there is evidence that the hard 
work and study necessary for upgrading 
may be of benefit to those making the 
attempt even beyond the extra band privi- 
leges obtained. 


The same values are obtained by 
those hams who combine the Internet 
with ham radio. Let’s take a look at these 
values: 

The first value is initiative. For those 
of us with little innate technical knowl- 
edge, and who may not even care for 
things technical, learning ham radio and 
Internet intricacies means studying for 
tricky tests, leaning new principles and 
leaping into. unknown territories foreign 
to most mortals. 


It takes spirit and enterprise to be- 
gin this journey of learning; to get past 
the test barriers of amateur radio and the 
frustration roadblocks of the Internet. It’s 
not your everyday person that will attempt 
the work needed to gain entry to the world 
of ham radio and the universe of the 
Internet. 


The second value is perseverance. 
Once we've read over that pesky pool of 
FCC questions and the experienced the 
difficulty of learning the new foreign lan- 
guage of Morse Code, it takes persistence 
and patience to keep going no matter how 
many times we tells ourselves that this is 
just impossible. 

Ever get that Internet provider 
phone line busy signal or that “it’s going 
to take all night” slow connection? It takes 
more than the average amount of pa- 
tience to sit staring at a stuck screen 
waiting for the new web address to finally 
load. And how about those of us still us- 
ing the slower 14,400 modems? We have 
patience! 


The third value is learning and 
scholarship. Each time we use our ra- 
dios or log onto the Internet, we have 
learned something new. We learn that one 
time of the day is better than another for 
reaching that DX station. We start becom- 
ing aware of the relationship of sunspot 
numbers to distance and propagation. 


On the Internet, we learn what 
words to use on search engines and how 
many words we should put in that myste- 
rious search form. We learn which of the 
thousands of results to our search query 
are the ones we really need to look at. 

Whether merely browsing the web, 
or making more serious research, we start 
seeing relationships among the billions 
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_ of subjects. We begin to see the amazing 


possibilities of instant information. We 
learn things in five minutes that only ten 
years ago may have taken a week. 


The fourth value is self-reliance. 
Usually we are playing radio and playing 
Internet alone. There’s no one standing 
by our side to get us over the difficult 
spots. When that antenna develops prob- 
lems, it’s up to us to go outside and in- 
vestigate, looking for the broken element, 
the disconnected lead, the moisture 
creeping into the wire after a storm. 


When the computer hangs or we 
get those mysterious screen error mes- 
sages, we have to solve the problem then 
and there, even when it means rebooting 
the computer when all else fails. We’ve 
all learned that things will go wrong, but 
we know what needs to be done to get 
through the difficulty. 


The fifth value is cooperation. On 
the other side of self-reliance, we as ham 
operators and Internet geeks, know that 
help is available when needed. We can 
CQ to just about anyone on any band and 
ask questions about rigs, antennas and 
propagation. And conversely, we’re there 
to answer questions when put to us. 

The Internet is filled with thousands 
of newsgroups where questions and com- 
ments on every subject under the sun 
may be found. Most web sites are there 
expressly to give information not found 
anywhere else. The woldwide community 
of hams and Internet users are almost by 
definition a global cooperative community, 
using technology to increase knowledge 
and friendships. 

The sixth value is responsibility. We 
have rules, written and unwritten as ham 
operators. There are certain things we 
can’t do. No business, no music. We take 
our responsibilities seriously. We try to 
follow the rules. 


- We also try to make ham radio a 
friendly place to be. We are courteous. 
We try to not irritate our neighbors when 
using high power. We volunteer our time 
in emergencies and traffic nets. 


On the Internet we are aware that 
children visit web pages and are consid- 
erate in screening what's available and 
guiding children to appropriate places on 


the web. We are careful in designing our \ 


own web pages to not offend. We try to 
place responsible, informative and truth- 
ful information. We do not intent to mis- 
lead or defraud anyone who visits our in- 
formation sites. 


We know that the Internet allows 
anyone with a computer and modem to 
self-publish information of any sort to the 
rest of the world. We take responsibility 
for what we place there. We publish infor- 
mation that is helpful rather than damag- 


_ ing. 


The seventh value is humility. If ham 
radio and the Internet is not among the 
most humbling inventions of all time, |’ll 
eat my mike cord. One day we can talk to 
New Zealand 20 over 9, and the next day 
can't reach our friend 50 miles away. 

Imagine the creative thought pro- 
cesses of all the inventors and technical 
geniuses from the last ten decades who 
brought the miracle of talking to the other 
side of the world without wires. And us- 


‘ ing a small telephone wire connected to 


the Internet, we can now “broadcast” our 
own personal text, audio, and video mes- 
sages to millions around the world. 

It is truly humbling to recognize the 
technical achievements of others past and 
present that enables such wonders. 


The eighth value is moderation. 
Who hasn't been tempted to sit at the ra- 
dio or computer all night long, talking 
around the world or browsing through 
hundreds of neat web pages? But soon. 
we realize that all those goodies will still’ 
be there the next day. We realize we have 
families and jobs that can’t be neglected. 
We are soon brought into the world of 
moderation, a time and a place for all 
things. . 

The last value is humor. Without 
humor all of this ham and Internet stuff 
wouldn’t be nearly so much fun. Who 
doesn’t like “reading the mail” of some of 
the more colorful ham radio characters 
on the air. We listen in to the nets to hear 
the friendly joshing that goes on there. 

And who hasn't enjoyed some of 
the wonderfully entertaining “spoof” 
pages on the Internet, the top 10 lists and 
the comedic replies found in newsgroups. 
The ham bands and the Internet allow us 
all our 15 minutes of fame, where we can 
all be standup comedians. We can once 
again be the “class clown” of our younger 
schools days and feel good about testing 
our hopefully more mature senses of hu- 
mor. 

Yes, the Internet and ham radio 
result in a bunch of good values. Don’t be 
afraid to gently encourage your family and 
acquaintances to investigate the good fun 
of ham radio. And encourage your ham 
friends to take a look at all the good stuff 
available on the Internet. They’ll thank you 
for it one of these days. 

| hope you enjoyed this month’s 
voyage and learned something new or ~ 
useful. There’s a lot of territory out there 
to explore. Send your comments, and 
your Internet tips and favorite ham web 
sites to me by e-mail to: 
KQ4YM @ix.netcom.com 

Don Brown, KQ4YM is a Florida 
ham and edits the Southwest Florida 
Online website at: http:// 
members.aol.com/browne 


August 1997* SKIP 


Gates worth cool 
36 bil 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK, U.S.A., 
1997 JUL 15 (NB) — REPEAT/By 
Patrick McKenna. Forbes magazine 


says Microsoft Corp's 
[NASDAQ:MSFT] Bill Gates more than 
doubled his worth from last year’s $18 
billion to a staggering $36.4 billion over 
the past year. His high school chum and 
Microsoft co-founder, Paul Allen, stayed 
in the top ten billionaire pack as 
Microsoft’s stock split and soared, of- 
ten by as much as four points a day on 
a good outing. 

Not only is Gates at the top of 
the list, he is beginning to set himself 
apart from other members of the elite 
club. Forbes placed the Walton family, 
heirs to the Wal-Mart fortune, in sec- 
ond on the list. The family’s more than 
$27 billion is almost $9 billion away 
from Gates’ fortune. 

Forbes’ list appears to prove the 
old adage “The rich get richer.” Ten 
years ago the magazine ranked 96 bil- 
lionaires. This year, Forbes reduced the 


list to the top 200 because it found more 


than 500 billionaires. 


Gates and Allen are not the onl 
nerds earning billions of dollars. The lis 
also’ included Microsoft executive 
Steve Ballmer, with $7.5 billion, goo 
for a twenty-third ranking; Oracle 
founder, Larry Ellison with $7.1 billion 
in twenty-seventh place; and Intel 


founder Gordon Moore in the number 


32 position with $6.7 billion. 

Last year, Asians held five of the 
top ten billionaire spots. This year, six 
Americans are in the top ten listing, 
double last year’s count. Investor War- 


ren Buffett was number three with $23.2 | 


ISEE THE mihi SHUTTLE VIDEO TVC-12G 1200 MHz - $1¢ 


i 
i $4 
E Pviad!} 


Space Shuttle Video & Auc 


billion. He was joined by the Haas fam- 
ily of Levi Strauss fame, in seventh with 


$12.3 billion and the Mars candy bar | 


ATTENTION: Men 
Starved for Love! 


Just when | thought | saw every- 
thing on the Internet, | came across a 
web site you may 
have been longing 
for but could never 
find: Women Be- 
hind Bars. It says, 
“These ladies are in _€ 
prisons all over the 
United States and 
are looking for a 
new life upon their 
release. Most of 
these ladies have 
less than a year re- 
maining on their 
sentences.” 

One is ad- 
vised in large type 
that “these ladies DO NOT have com- 
puter access.” Dang. Just when | 
thought | could have a real “pen” pal. 

One can click on buttons to view 
the women and there is a convenient 
FAQ and button for ordering. Gee, how 
nice. Be sure to bookmark this one. 


http://www. franklin-one.com/ap.html 


Made in USA 


Vhted and tested boards 


y ATY repeaters Fic if 


viduals S #f@ (Otransrs sf 
site miher TV 


Datona Beach ARA holding 


hamfest 
Daytona Beach, FL. has a 
Hamfest & Computer show scheduled 
for: Saturday 27 September 1997. It will 
take place at the Embry Riddle Aero- 
nautical University Campus located on 
Clyde Morris Blvd. 


Admission is $5.00 at door and 
$4.00 for advanced. Mail check or 
money order to: DBARA hamfest, PO 
Box 9852, Daytona Beach, FL 32120. 

Cut off for advance is 10 Septem- 
ber 1997. INCLUDE SASE Wx is no 
concern; facility is air conditioned. Acres 
of paved parking at facility; hanidcap 
parking is avialable. There will be fo- 
rums, ARRL license exams. A hidden 
tranmitter hunt will provide a $50.00 
(FIFTY) cash prize. 

Special beach-side hotel/motel 
rates are avialble before 15 August 
1997. Info for rooms is at 1 800 - 874 - 
7420. e-mail —k4bv@juno.com 

web site — http:// 
erau.db.erau. edu/~ stokess/ 
hamfest.html 

snail mail: DBARA Hamfest, P.O. 
Box 9850, Daytona Beach, FL. 32120 

Tables are availible for $1.00/ft 
and are in 5 or 6 ft sections. 


Low Cost Start 


Mode! TVC-4G 
*. ATV Downconverter 
" tunes 420-450 MHz to ch 3 


only $89 


FVC-GG GO Mrz - yl 


9 Get The ATV. Bic £ 
‘sve 


203 5 tuned [0 


family at number 9 with $12 billion. H Spacenet 2 transponder 9. Others may be helen brnitni ng 


Bay, ese anes Woes iat | weather radar during significant storms or home camcor- 
fourth place. The Oeri, Hoffman and i der video. if itis being done in your area on 420 MHz - A 
Sacher families, heirs to the Swiss § Check page S54 in the 96-97 ARRL Repeater Durectory or See A 
pharmaceutical group Roche, were in | Call us, ATV repeaters are springing up all over - all you Companion TX70- 1b 
1.5W ATV 
TRANSMITTER 


fifth with $14.3 billion, and the Quandt # need is one of the TVC-4G ATY 420-450 MHz downcon- 
only $279 


family, owners of one-half of BMW §f verters, add any TV set to ch 2,3 or 4.and a 70 CM antenna 
fob out the top ten with $11.7 bil- | (you can use your same 435 Oscar beam). We aiso have 
ion if py ep 

; re ; downconverters and antennas for the 902-928 & 1240- 

. Forbes ranking of billionaires } 4309 MHz bands. In tact we ate your one stop for all your Ao Rees Mhgat bs 
does not include members of royalty or ft ay) neds and info - antennas. transcesvers. amps. e! Full color & sound 
dictators. Within months, Gates should } Pea er Raar ror Ci) acts cite co Wenn , Plug in your camcorder, 
overtake the richest person in the || Hams, call for our complete 10 page ATV dE puLat antenna & 13.8 Vdc @ 1A 
ae yi Sie! ey ye Xie | CALL (626) 447-4565 m-th sam-s:30pmpst. VISA, MC, UPS COD 

illion. Also on the “other list” is com- Email: tomsmb@aol.com 
munist Cuban president Fidel Castro iP. C. ELECTRONICS 24 hr FAX (818) 447-0489 
with $1.4 billion. | 2522 S. PAXSON Lane ARCADIA CA 91007 Tom (W6ORG) & Ann (WREYSS 
August 1997* SKIP 23 


~ Microsoft Offers 
Preview Release of 


New Browser 


REDMOND, WASHINGTON, U.S.A., 1997 JUL 15 (NB) 
— By Patrick McKenna. This morning, Microsoft Corp. 
[NASDAQ: MSFT] released a public beta version of the 
company’s new World Wide Web browser, Internet Explorer 
(IE) 4.0. Called “feature complete,” IE is expected to receive 
a few refinements before a final version is released late this 
summer. 

Windows users can download a Windows 95/NT ver- 
sion of IE or a Windows 3.1/3.11 version immediately. In an 
unusual push to open IE to Mac users, Microsoft says a beta 
IE 4.0 for the Mac should be ready in fourteen days. 

An earlier beta version was available for developers, 
but today’s “Preview One” is open to all Windows users. In- 


ternational users will need an English version of Windows to 


run any of the current IE betas. 


Microsoft claims to be prepared for a tremendous re- 
sponse as eager users flock to the company’s World Wide 
Web site (http://www.microsoft.com ). The free browser is 
available from different Microsoft servers located across the 
US. In addition, certain Microsoft partners are offering both 
beta versions. “We have tried to anticipate the traffic and ac- 
commodate users who want to see our new IE,” said 
Microsoft’s product manager for IE, Kevin Unangst. 

“Features, user interface, and most of the bells and 
whistles, it’s all there,” said Unangst. “It is still a beta and like 
any beta, it is subject to problems. That is why we put it out 
for testing. We want to get feedback which will contribute to 
any refinements the product needs before we release the 
final version.” 


Since Microsoft's browser competitor, Netscape, has 
released version 4.0 of Navigator, the Netscape browser, 
Unangst was asked if Microsoft had an advantage from view- 
ing a competitor’s product. “Not really,” began Unangst. “The 
only thing we learned is that users do not want just a browser. 
In this beta version you are going to see the first display of 
built-in push technology. This is the type of browser users 
want.” 

More than 250 content providers announced support 
for IE’s push technology. Warner Bros. Online, NY Times, CBS- 
SportsLine and MTV are just a sampling of companies ready 
to deliver content directly through IE. “This feature, our push 
technology, is up and running today in time for this beta,” 
continued Unangst. 

Users downloading IE 4.0 can choose a minimal 14- 
megabyte (MB) setup which includes Internet Explorer 4.0, 


Fourth Annual Bahia Shrine 


Amateur Radio Hamfest & Computer Expo 


Saturday, Oct. 4-8 AM - 4 PM 
Sunday, Oct. 5-9 AM - 3 PM 


Shrine Auditorium 


2300 Pembrook Drive, Orlando, FL 
(Located ] mile west of 1-4 off Maitland Blvd.) 


For information. tickets and tables, contact Gerald R. Skinner, K4LVZ 
3311 Ellwood Court * Winter Park, FL 32792-2054 * 407-679-4244 


Proceeds are not tax deductible as charitable contributions and will not benefit Shriner Hospitals, 
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Java support, and the Microsoft Internet Connection Wizard; 
a standard 15MB download which adds Microsoft Outlook 
Express and Microsoft Wallet to the Minimal installation; or a 
full 22MB package which adds Microsoft NetMeeting, 
NetShow, FrontPage Express (formerly FrontPad), Microsoft 
Web Publishing Wizard, and Microsoft Chat 2.0 to the Stan- 
dard installation. 


The world’s largest software company reminds users 
IE is a beta and, as such, is subject to errors. The company 
does not provide phone support for any beta versions of the 


product. 
CUTTING GOVERNMENT WASTE - 


Computer Games Nixed 


WASHINGTON, DC, U.S.A., 1997 JUL 18 (NB) — By 
Bill Pietrucha. It’s so long solitaire, and Doom is destined for 
deletion, at least on computers in the federal government. 
The US Senate has approved an amendment to the Treasury 
and General Government appropriations bill requiring fed- 
eral agencies to remove computer games from all comput- 
ers. 


The amendment was sponsored by Sen. Lauch 
Faircloth (R-North Carolina) who earlier this year proposed 
separate legislation banning computer games on federal 
government computers. The Responsive Government Act, S. 
855, also would have required government agencies to have 
a “live person” answering all government telephones, instead 
of the teleghone answering systems offering connection op- 
tions so common in government and private industry. 


The amendment to the appropriations bill, passed 
unanimously by the Senate, also requires the government 
not to purchase any new computers already loaded with 
games. 


“The taxpayers don’t need to be paying the salaries of 
people who are playing games while on official time,” Faircloth 
said. “The removal of these games will save millions, if not 
billions, in lost productivity. It is time to pull the plug on people 
playing computer games.” 

David Landes, spokesperson for Sen. Faircloth, told 
Newsbytes that the amendment was the result of Sen. 
Faircloth seeing a demonstration of the ease in switching from 
a computer screen with office work being performed to an- 
other screen with a computer game in progress. 

“That was the end of the games in our office,” Faircloth’s 
press secretary, Peter Hans, said. 

Landes said Faircloth’s introduction of S.855 earlier this 
year also was the result of a call Faircloth made to his office 
during business hours when he received 
voice mail. Since then, all phone calls 
to Faircloth’s office are answered in po 
son during business hours. 

“The Senator expects to be able 
to speak to his staff,” Landes told 
Newsbytes, “and more importantly, he 
expects his constituents to receive the 
same treatment.” 

Landes noted that the Senator ~ 
from North Carolina is not against rec- 
reation. “It’s an issue of responsiveness 
and productivity,” he said. 

“Responsiveness and _ productiv- 
ity in government are hot issues with the 
general public,” Landes said, “and this, 
is one way to ensure that taxpayers are 
getting their money’s worth.” 

The amendment is expected to 


August 1997* SKIP 


survive final passage of the appropria- 
tions bill on Monday, Landes said. 

The bill, and the computer games 
ban amendment, then must clear a con- 
ference with the House of Representa- 
tives before being signed into law by 
President Clinton. 

Ed. Note: Maybe it’s better to let 
them play games. Then they won't be 
devising more government programs for 
taxpayers to fund. The other thing - it'll 
probably cost 5 billion dollars for spe- 
cial consultants and technicians to re- 


move the games. get// 
Are you a POWER 


e-mailer? 


HONG KONG, CHINA, 1997 JUL 
18 (NB) — By IT Daily. There are E- 
mailers, and then there are power E- 
mailers. Power E-mailers boast (and 
complain) that they spend most of their 
mornings sorting, reading and respond- 
ing to e-mails. Sound familiar? Check 
out our little quiz to determine if you’re 
a power e-mailer: 

Do you receive at least 30 mes- 
sages a day, with around 70 percent of 
them unsolicited and unwanted? 

Do you wish your e-mail program 
to automatically sort your incoming 
messages into their appropriate folders 
and delete the unwanted ones? 

Do you send sensitive data via e- 
mail and lose sleep worrying about 
other people intercepting the data? 

lf you answered yes to all these 
questions, consider Pegasus. You can 
download Pegasus for free over the Net, 
and if you register your copy for a mini- 
mal fee, you’ll get complete user manu- 
als in return. 

Pegasus can filter your e-mail so 
that all e-mail with “Urgent” in the “Sub- 
ject” field will be filed under the “Urgent” 
folder. This is called mail filtering, and 


below that. Of course, the receiving 
parties need to know this password or 
they’ll receive garbled text. And you 
have to change your passwords every 
once in a while. Plus, you don’t ever dis- 
tribute the password via e-mail! 

To find out more and get the lat- 
est versions of Pegasus Mail, visit 


http://www.pegasus.usa.com 


CNN Internet Link 


Peeves Spain 
MADRID, SPAIN, 1997 JUL 18 
(NB) — By Sylvia Dennis. The ability to 
post Web URL (uniform resource loca- 


tor) links to other sites is a fundamen- 
tal reason for the success of the World 


NOW with 


B & W QuickCam* Interface! 
View “LIVE” images, capture, and send. 


Color Slow Scan 
Television 


with the 


Sound Blaster vi. 


Wide Web. Now the Spanish govern- 
ment has asked CNN to remove a link 
to the Basque terrorist group, ETA, from 
the CNN Web site at http:// 
www.cnn.com . 

The move follows the slaying of a 
young Basque region town councillor a 
week ago. The slaying of the man 
brought a landslide of protest, with sev- 
eral hundred thousand people taking to 
the streets of Madrid last weekend in a 
silent protest — the largest ever made 
in Spain since the Second World War, 
Newsbytes notes. 

CNN has issued a statement say- 
ing that it has rejected the Spanish 
government's request, claiming that it 
is the news company’s standard prac- 
tice of linking to an organization that is 
directly associated with a story. 

The Spanish government is re- 
ported to be considering what further 
action to take. Needless to say, 
Newsbytes notes that CNN’s apparent 
refusal to remove the link has gone 
down like a lead balloon in Spain. 

Newsbytes notes that CNN may 
face a backlash from Spanish Internet 
users over its apparent inaction. 


“QuickCam is a product of 
Connectix Corp 


Use your Sound Blaster to SEND and RECEIVE 


COLOR SLOW SCAN TV 


Now you can send and receive COLOR Slow Scun TV with your Sound Blaster, 
Thus is @ very inexpensive way to get into Slow Scan TV. This program will send 
and receive all the popular mudes used today! Join those that you hear every 
weekend on 14.230 Mhz. with the many pictures being sent back and forth 


Pegasus allows you to input trigger text 
that it will look for, and will either file 
the mail or delete it. 

Imagine: if you discover that 
migraine @junkmail.com is consistently 
sending you spams, you can just con- 
figure Pegasus to delete all mail that 
has migraine @junkmail.com in the 
“From:” field. Pegasus also has a basic 
form of encryption that can be ex- 
panded to industrial strength encryp- 
tion. For a simple soul like me, the built- 
in Pegasus encryption is enough deter- 
rent to prying eyes. 

Here’s how it’s done: when you 
send sensitive e-mail, simply check the 
“Encrypt” box. Pegasus asks you to 
choose from the different encryption 
schemes. Then you type a password 


Pictures cun be saved ia PCX format tor later viewing Help is built into the pro- 
gram for casy use. Some additional features are: 


MasterCard 
AMEX 


Zoom ha full screen 
vlddls vour callsign to the pictures that you send 
Color Snooper 
Aute frequency tracking ta +5 150 Hz 
Built in slide show for HON images 
And NOW - B&W QuickCam interface 
= ps eo 
GOLOR LWI@LISS left image 
36 @ 72 ROBOT, SCOTTIE 1 & 2, MARTIN ' & 2 
TAIWAGI Gr WALES LA K@OLOiS 
8, 12, 24, 36 secend ROBOT 
Requires PC computer (386 or faster) with DOS 3.3 or higher, and press the space bar again Blaster SSTV will then pro- 
640K memory with hard drive, VGA monitor (capable of 640x480 - | duce the RED/BLUE 3D image for you. It's so easy! 
256 colors), and a Sound Blaster compatible card. 
Shipping $5.00 USA & Canada - $10 elsewhere 
Ulinols Residents add $6.25 tex 


COLOR SSTV Harlan Technologies 


C59 (95 e cirin tera 


ORDERS ONLY 1-800-557-9469 
(Upgrades $15.00 plus shipping) 


right image 


Easy 30 SSTV 
Now you can use Blaster SSTV with the QuickCam camicm 
to produce your own 3D pichures for SSTV Just start the 
camera, aim for the Ieft cye picture. press the space bar. 
slide the camera 2 1/2” to the right for the nght eye picture, 


ed 
Also NEW - Now you can adjust for the inaccuracy of the 
Sound Card. This allows better transmit and receive with 
all the various types of Sound Cards that are available. 


Start Today 
SSTV IS FUN! 
(815) 398-2682 - velee (815) 398-2688 - fax CALL NOW 
emall - gherlan@eris.com 
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TOWER COMPANY, INC. 


SERVING AMATEUR PRADIO FOR 20 YEARS 


1639 Old Dixie Highway 
P.O. Box 2806 FS 
Vero Beach, FL 32961-2806 
(561) 567-3423 @ Fax (561) 567-3432 


This space 
FOR RENT 


ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 


Electronic Components 
Computer Supplies 


2854 Sarno Road 


Melbourne, FL 32935 (407) 253-3371 


164 West First Ave. ELECTRONICS Tech 904-749-2042 
Pierson, FL 32180 FAX 904-7469.3147 


800-785-6266 Sales/Service 


QUER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE” 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: ‘305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the USAI! 


: OUR 16TH YEAR 


IRC! SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUGH: 
1. Upgrade Kits for Icom, Kenwood & Yaesu radios. 
Authorized Kenwood Warranty Service Center. 
. IRCI User Kenwood, Icom & Fox Tango Back Issue 
Newsletters. 


. IRCI User Radio Supplements for Kenwood & Icom. 
. IRCI and Fox Tango 8 and 10 pole crystal filters. 
6. Authorized Icom Dealer. 
3804 South U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 


BROKEN RADIOSIIN §=©—- [407] 489-0956 FAX # [407] 464-6386 


Advertise 
Here for 
45 Bucks a 
year 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 
Lauderhill, Florida 
33351 


For more information call: 


Jerry, WB2BEC - 954-741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ - 954-748-1560 


FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


323 ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 
PHONE: (904) 244-5425 
MCI MAIL: 311-3659 


05ST 
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NeMAL 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INT’L, INC. 


12240 N.E. 14th Ave. 
N. Miami, FL 33161 
Tel: 305 899-0900 
Fax: 305 895-8178 


Internet: http:/Avww.nemal.com 
E-mail: info@nemal.com 
3000 Interconnect products in stock 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 


MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 


FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 
FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 


Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 


(Send request & SASE for Maps, Forms, Applica- 
tions) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 
Andy Clark, WAIT 


Antenna rotators & Control Boxes 


REPAIRED 
$30 00 sie peita'shipplig 
= or purchased 


Conrad Kibler 
10102 Cliff Circle - Tampa, FL 33612 
Telephone - 813-933-2850 


U-LIFT 
By JB 
6708 CR 651 
Bushnell, FL 33513 
352-793-4690 
WB4MOX WB4MOY 
JOHN BEV. 


DON’T CLIMB YOUR TOWER, USE A U-LIFT LIKE WE DO, 


IT'S SO EASY. 
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C.G.A. ENTERPRISES 
ALUMA TOWER By 


USED 


DEALER FOR: 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 


ANTENNAS, ROTORS. COAX, CONNEC FORS, RADIOS, 
POWER SUPPLYS, AMPLIFIERS, BATTERIES, 


TOLL ERE: 888-510-7373 
$13-862-3325 1 AX: 813-862-4767 
k-MAILL: cgea‘@mailciticom.com 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapto 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
Aut MAKEs 


® Specialized Design EngineeringfConstruction 
# Also Marine Electronics 


PHONE: 


Guy Mallard, W6TYK 


7130 North Main Street 
(904) 764-0042 


Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Affordable Printer Accessories 


(407) 855-3372 
(407) 826-4154 
Fax (407) 868-3324 


SCOTT & GAIL CALHOUN 
12019 Uracus St. 
Orlando, FL 32837 


Roger Radio 


Communication Electronics 


-Radio Repair and Restorations 
-Alignments and Modifications 
-All Makes: HF. VHF, Amps, Power Supplies 


-Installations 
Preserving the charm of Amateur Radiv 


Roger W. Warrick ua 
KK4KM —s 


Kenwood Specialist 


954-961-2363 


Zt 


SFL BBS Totals - June, 1997 
Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


PERS BUL TOT MSGS 
5416 5618 
11088 11837 
5802 6073 
5099") 5771 


BBS NTS 
KOZXF 0 202 
K4VJI 142 607 
KB4GBS 3 268 
KB4VOL’ 26 646 
KB4WUA -NO REPORT- 
KC4YEK 1 216 
KD4GR = -NO REPORT- 
KD4MZM 0 | 115 
KE2IX 79 358 
KF4BPX 0 346 
KF40OJ 0 75 
Kl4ZJ 0 63 
KO4KS 22 892 
KP4EDL 4 427 
N4AWX 14 396 
N4HHP 19 779 
N4XEO 17 733 
W4DPH_ 144 2219 
W4MIN 72 493 
W4MLB_  -NO REPORT- 
W4MWP_ -NO REPORT- 
W40T -NO REPORT- 
WA2LKI -NO REPORT- 
WB2WPA 0 0 
WB4MOZ 6 243 
WB4TEM 29 173 
WD8IBY 47 227 

NTS TOTAL: 625 


Looks like the summer heat affected some our regu- 
lars. What happened? e 

If you have any questions, or need the software utilities 
to generate your BBS report, drop me a note with your name, 
address and size floppy needed. There’s no charge. The 
utilities work with all types of bbs software, except TCP/IP 
(NOS.) 

Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their re- 
ports to N4GMU @ N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL 
@ KB4VOL. Reports MUST be sent on the 1st covering BBS 
activity for the previous month. These reports are very im- 
portant if we’re to keep our frequencies. Please participate! 

73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager 


1287 1504 
5911 
2435 
5395 
2370 
1824 
6040 
4913 
1398 
4994 
9012 
6424 
5900 


6026 
2872 
5741 
2445 
1887 
6954 
5344 
1808 
5/792 
9762 
8787 
6465 


Narisaam Computer Shows 
Sun, Aug 3 


Northeast Atlanta Hilton Norcross, GA 
5993 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. 

Norcross, Georgia 30092 
Holiday Inn West 

5100 N. State Road 7 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33319 
Palm Bch Gardens Marriott 


Sat, Aug 16 Ft Lauderdale 


Sun, Aug 17 Palm Bch 
Gardens, FL 
4000 RCA Bivd. 


Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 33410 
28 | 


NFL BBS Totals - June, 1997 
Compiled by Dave Sutherland, N4GMU 


CALL BUL PER 
AA4RU NLR | 
AC4WZ 4796 396 
K4GBB 4096 176 
K40ZS_—NLR. 

KB4FEA 9052 231 
KE4IN| 5151 343 
N4GMU 1920 221 
N4JTS 5396 317 
N8NEU 3416 141 
WBS5THT 2198 430 
NozO NR. 
W4WEB_ NR. 
WX4J 25 
WN4IIV 


518 297 
No Longer on the air 


Total NTS traffic for NFL: 320 
SEND REPORTS: 

N4GMU @ N4GMU.#NFL.FL.USA.NA 
n4gmu @totcon.com 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the passing of the following Ama- 
teur Radio Operators. Please notify SKIP of silent keys in 
your area. 


WA2KZM - Robert L. West, Ormond Beach 
W4EFK - W.W. Cashwell Sr., Tampa 


K4LF - E.C. Layman, Dowling Park 
WA4MNI - Lorraine G. Katilus, Miami 
WD40OZR - Arthur E. Jameson, Malone 
W4SEG - Harold S. Bentsen, Orlando 
W4XE - James P. Veatch Sr., Orange City 


Traffic Nets - Continued from page 19 


Russ, KC4ZHN, a special thank-you! | only hope that |, as the new 
Net Manager of FMTN, can do as fine a job of managing the Net as 
you have done over the past year. | should have no problem doing 
that, because | had a GREAT TEACHER, and with ALL of the excel- 
lent Traffic- Handlers we have on Mid-day, | KNOW we will do just 
fine! The Florida Mid-day Traffic Net ( FMTN ) meets daily on 7247khz 
OR 7242khz, depending on the QRM, at about 1550Z, so please 
join us ANY-DAY, EVERY- DAY, on MID- DAY! 73/88 Rich-KA2YZM 
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INTERNATIONAL MRR @e 
RADIO ae Ga 
SYSTEMS, INC. Beep 


FACTORY DIRECT DISTRIBUTOR 
AUTHORIZED ) SALES & SERVICES _ 


KENWOOD e ICOM e 


e elu Ah Se. e EA MERCES e MARINE © SATELLITE ¢ CELLULAR e 


oreiep ast: 


© SONY SECURITY 
VYRADIG « ney “an 


m= © SITEX e 
e MOTOROLA eo 
16 o SHAKESPHERE ¢ COLU A 
© ARAL e 
o MVE VIKING AND MORE... 


ee! THE TOTAL COMMUNICATION STORE @ (Se) iz 
WHOLESALE ¢ RETAIL ¢ EXPORT _ 
opby INTERNATIONAL HABLAMOS ESPANOL 
ADIO 
HGGED SYSTEMS, INC. YeUCaRIBE 
5001 N.W. 72ND AVE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33166 


4L2[ | ((05) 594-4313 


Hours: Mon.-Fri, 9:30-5:30 Sat. 9:30-2:30 FAX: (305) 477-4449 | 


NW 72 AVE 
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DATE 


August 2/3 


Sept 


Sept 


Sept 


Sept 


Oct 


Oct 


Oct 


Oct 


30 


Compiled by 
Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


LOCATION 


~en nn 


Jacksonville Prime Osborne Convention Center 
South Lee & West Bay St. 
Talk-in on 146.76 
INFO: Larry, WB4CGD_ (904) 272-0701 
FREE! Clearwater ARS Tailgate 
9100 113th Street North 
Talk-in on 147.165 
INFO: Chris, KD4PHS (813) 298-2167 
13/14 Melbourne Melbourne Auditorium 
625 Hibiscus Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.850 
INFO: Allen, N4PTM = (407) 773-9658 
a1 New Port Richey Pasco County Hamfest 
(Sunday only) — Talk-in on 145.35 & 147.15 
INFO: Ron, N9EE (813) 376-6575 
FREE! Cy Harris Flea 
Motorola East Parking Lot 
1 bl E of Univ Dr on Sunrise Blvd 
Talk-in on 146.79 
INFO: Robin, N4HHP (954) 583-3625 
Bahia Shrine Temple 
2300 Pembrook Dr. 
Talk-in on 147.390 
INFO: Cecil, K4KEN (407) 281-9169 
Egypt Temple ARA 
4050 Dania Shores Drive 
Talk-in on 146.940 
INFO: Jay, K9BSL (813) 822-9107 
Bradford County Fairgrounds 
U.S. 301 just east of SR 100 
Talk-in on 145.150 
INFO: Dan, K4RVD (904) 475-2695 


18/19 West Palm Beach Expo Center @ South FL 
Fairgrounds 


SR 80 just east of U.S. 441 
Talk-in on 147.165 
INFO: Ken, KD4CTG 


6 Seminole 


27 Sunrise 


4/5 Maitland 


11 Tampa 


18 Starke 


(561) 640-9447 


Upcoming Shows in Florida - Aug., 1997 


Oct 24/25 Miami Computer/Hamfest Show 

Dade County Expo Center 

S.W. 112th Ave & Coral Way 

INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR_ (305) 642-4139 


(NOTE! This is NOT the Miami 
Hamboree) 


Lake ARA (Eustis) 

East Lake C of C Bldg 

SR 437 (Plymouth-Sorrento Rd) 

Talk-in on 147.255 

INFO: Chuck, KE4EXM (352) 669-2075 

Port St Lucie St Andrew’s Lutheran Church 

Prima Vista Blvd. 

Talk-in on 146.955 

INFO: Frank, N4FBX 
Fox Lake Park 

Harrison St west to the park 

Talk-in on 146.910/146.970 

‘INFO: Clyde, K4EOS = (407) 267-9375 _ 

Florida Expo Park 

|-4 & US 301 

Talk-in on 146.940 

INFO: Charlotte WB4PEL (813) 733-6937 


Nov 1 Sorrento 


Nov 8 


(561) 336-3069 


Nov 8 Titusville 


Nov 22/23 Tampa 


Dec 6 Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bldg 

on US 441 1.5 mi north of SR 70 

Talk-in on 147.195 \ 

ys INFO: Al, AD4RZ (941) 467-0516 

Dec 6 Ocala Booster Stadium 

N 36th Ave 1 mile N of SR 40 

Talk-in on 146.970 

INFO: Mario, N4TSV = (352) 245-9514 
Dec 13 Lake City FL Sports Hall of Fame 


1-75 exit 82 to US 90 west 

Talk-in on 145.490 | 

INFO: Colen, WASRKR_ (904) 755-7969 
HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! 


PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO TO 
CALL FOR INFO! 


Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL Army MARS Call: 
AAT4RV 


Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, 
FL 33455 


E-Mail: kb4vol @ gate.net 
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* VISIT OUR FLORIDA HAM WEB SITE! LOTS OF LINKS & 
THE MONTHLY LISTS! * 
if http://pages. prodigy.com/kb4vol bd 
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THE COMMUNICATORS HANDBOOK 


A reference guide for the professional engineer or 
radio DX’er with a list of FREE catalogs and MUCH 
MORE!! To order, send $9.98 US Check/M.O., Canada 
$13.50 int’! postal M.O. to $. Crawford, P.O.B. 83, 
Riverdale, NY 10463. 


Fast FREE Shipping. 


August 1997* SKIP 


CLASSIFIED 


FOR SALE - Two classics. Collins 75A4 and National NC-101X. 
The 75A4 comes with many extras including spare tubes, books 
etc. The NC-101X is a collector’s dream circa 1936-38. Both 
look great and work well. The 75A4 is one of the best I’ve ever 
heard. Complete info available by mail, including photo of Na- 
tional. Walt Petersen W2JDH. Ph: 904-736-9552 (leave msg) 
or w2jdh @totcon.com 


WANTED - New IMAC8877 tube. FOR SALE - RCA 4-400 (like 
new) - $75.00. Elmer Shafer, N8ES. Ph: 216-831-9198. 


FOR SALE - HY-Gain model 203-BA full size 20 meter 
monobander 3-element beam. 16' boom. Good condition from 
estate sale w/book $150 OBO. Chet Carruth, AB4XK, PO Box 
39, Eagle Lake, FL 33839. Ph: 941-294-6243 


FOR SALE - 85 ft. E-Z WAY Tower, 33ft. min. Model RBZ-85, 3 
section. 100+ Ibs. - $500.00. Cal. Ph: 407-631-5489 or e-mail 


wa4kil@juno.com 

FOR SALE - 6 meter gear. Henry 3006A Floor Console Ampli- 
fier with 8877 tube - $900.00; Heath SB-220 modified for 6 
meters with brand new Habach Electronics Parasitic Suppres- 
sion Kit, filter capacitor block and rectifier board, soft start 
module - $400.00; TE Systems 6 meter soldi state amplifier 
Model 552G, 25 in/400 out - $225.00; Astron RM-60M 60 amp 
13.8 vde power supply, 240 vac - $200.00; Telrex 6M624X 6 
meter beam, 6 elements on 24 foot heavy duty boom - $125.00; 
Telrex 6M1136 6 meter beam, 11 elements on 36 foot boom - 
$200.00; DX Engineering 6DX-6 6 meter beam 6 elements on 
24 foot heavy duty boom - $150.00; DX Engineering phase 
box for 6 meters - $50.00; Orion OR-2300 antenna rotator - 
$400.00; Mike K2SO Ph: 954-583-4026 


FOR SALE - Butternut Model HF5-B compact beams 10, 12, 
15, 17 and 20 meter band. Excellent condition. Eber, W7AMM. 
821 Niagara St. NW, Palm Bay, FL 32907. Ph: 707-725-7052 


MANUALS - at lowest cost for most Hallicrafters, Hammarlund, Na- 

tional, Globe/WRTL, Allied Knight, Heath, Johnson Viking, Elmac, Gonset, 

Eico, B&W, RME, Conar, B&K, Harvey Wells, Morrow, Lafayette, Mosley, 

Drake, Regency, Amenco, Clegg, Utica, Poly-Comm, Pierson, Davco, 

Realistic, RCA and more. NI4Q. PO Box 690098, Orlando FL 32869- 

0098. Ph: 407-351-5536. See you at Melbourne Hamfest Tail- 
ate area. Bring old manuals to sell or trade. 


| Contacting SKIP 

Articles, advertising copy, subscriptions, 

classified ads, correspondence or press 
releases can be forwarded as follows: 

: eMail: 

SKIP Magazine 

672 Indian River Drive 

Melbourne, FL 32935 

e-mail: | 

gwentz @digital.net 

e Voice Phone: 

800-421-3279 

242-5993 (Local) — 

oFAX: | 

800-421-3279 (Auto detects 

or you can enter ## to get fax 

machine) 
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di 


PLEASE NOTIFY SKIP OF ADDRESS 
CHANGES OR “TEMPORARILY 
AWAYs”!! A simple phone call will do it 
and it costs you nothing. 


Deadline for material is 10th of month 
PREVIOUS to month of publication. 


CLASSIFIED RATES: 10 cents/word - $3.00 minimum 
for subscribers. €ill commercial and others, 15 cents/ 
word - $3.50 minimum. Deadline 10th month. Please 
print legibly. No ads by phone. 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


ary ipyy SKIP 
rr © 


| 

7 WO q 672 Indian nie Dr. Name 

l Hin i Melbourne, FL 

| Tae? Callsign 

| 
O New 

; O Renewal Address 
O Change Information ) 

: : City 

| O One Year . $12.00*. 

| O TwoYears $23.00" — State 

| OO Three Years $34.00* 

| *Foreign subscriptions add $12.00/ Zipcode 

! m 


year. a 
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2513 SOUTHWEST 9th AVENUE 


FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 
DISCOUNT 
PRICES 


441 19S 
State Road 84 I nite 


Exit 27 : 
Eli’s 


“THE LATEST INNAME BRAND HAM EQUIPMENT” 
YAESU 


ICOM VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT 
EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 
LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS AND PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA! 
AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD AND VISA 
BROWARD 


(954) 1-800-780-0103 


525-0103 Nationwide ; 
“SE HABLA ESPANOL” 


new readers 
from 
CyberHam 


BULK RATE 
: | U.S. POSTAGE | | 
672 Indian River Dr. . PAID 
Melbourne, FL 32935 ADDRESS | 
N'MAIL __ 


_ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


